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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD
SEPTEMBER 9, 2008, AT 7:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL IN WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA.


1.	Roll Call of Commissioners

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Brent Bogar, Brad Bekkedahl, Howard Klug, Jim Lawson, E. Ward Koeser

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  None

OTHERS PRESENT:  John Kautzman, Kent Jarcik, Chief Hanson, Doug Lalim, Chief Lokken, Shawn Wenko, Monte Meiers, Rick Marburger

2.	Consent Agenda						
	A.	Reading and Approval of Minutes for:
		1.	Regular Meeting Dated August 26, 2008
	B.	Auditor
		1.	Accounts, Claims and Bills

FINANCE & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
RECORD ONLY:
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            51,344.62
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            19,830.63
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            62,082.73
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY                42.95
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY             9,389.02
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY               118.00
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            11,872.94
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            42,485.16
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY               105.58
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            10,494.54
                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL              207,766.17

PREPAIDS:
PAYROLL  8/29/08           CHECK #09450-09533    134,714.66
NDSWRA                     SYMP                      380.00
JERRY GROVE                Restitution                65.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          Water                  37,554.12
CITY OF WILLISTON          Water deposit             231.85
WILLISTON AREA             Build ISN              15,029.36
WILLISTON CVB              Star Fund              38,000.00
BILL TROGSTAD              Painter                   800.00
BRIAN COTHREN              Refund                     10.00
ALEX RITTER                Refund                    300.00
CHARLES LYNCH              Refund                    300.00
AMERICAN STATE BANK        Ldfl Imp Rv95       1,570,890.00
WMS. CO. TREAS./RECORDER   Recording Fee              76.00
U.S. POST MASTER           Postage                   973.82
JOEL LERBAKKEN             WATER REFND                10.00
SCOTT LIPPERT              WATER RFND                 23.31
ADVANCED ENGINEERING &     P-152                  16,456.87
                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL            1,815,814.99

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL

FINANCE:
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       ENVELOPES                 135.00
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       PO BOOKS                  576.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          CITY AUDITOR               56.12
CITY OF WILLISTON          AUDITOR                    80.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          AUDITOR (IBM)              52.29
INFOPRINT SOLUTIONS COMP   MATRIX PTR                357.00
JOHN KAUTZMAN              TRVL EXP                  198.99
MATTHEW BENDER & CO., INC  CENT CODE                  17.80
STAR BUSINESS FORMS        CMPTR PAPER             1,060.00
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONE                165.46
WCS TELECOM                AUDITOR                    96.00
WILLISTON HERALD           NTC OF HRING               47.25
WILLISTON HERALD           SUMM MINUTES            1,007.25
PETER H. FURUSETH          CTY ATTORNEY            4,356.00
ND ASSN. OF OIL & GAS      ANNUAL DUES             2,992.91
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       SNTNG ORDERS              106.00
DUSTIN BERTSCH             WITNESS FEE                25.00
DUSTIN BERTSCH             WITNESS FEES               25.00
PETER H. FURUSETH          MNCPL JUDGE               320.00
CHARLES TANNER             WITNESS FEE                25.00
BIRD-X, INC.               CNTRL UNIT                227.00
CITY LAUNDRY               MATS                       72.10
CITY LAUNDRY               MATS/MOPS                   8.40
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER                     118.85
EARL'S ELECTRIC, INC.      RMV BRD SPKR               60.00
MON-DAK PLG & HTG, INC.    FILTERS                   106.00
MDU                        UTILITIES               1,672.64
SWEEP-N-STRIPE             CLEAN/STRIPE              300.00
MDU                        UTILITIES               1,840.73
BLAINE'S AUTO BODY &       REPAIRS                 2,235.57
FARM & RANCH GUIDE         1 YR Sub                   32.95
NORTH DAKOTA LIVING        1 YR Sub                   13.95
OIL PATCH HOTLINE          1 YR Sub                   45.00
THE ROUNDUP                1 Yr Sub                   25.00
THE PRAIRIE STAR           1 YR Subscp                32.95
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES               100.41
WCS TELECOM                EC DEV                     48.16
CLW, INK                   Writing                 1,500.00
WILLISTON MUNICIPAL BAND   CITY BAND FEE           1,071.03
WCS TELECOM                PLANNING                   19.81
                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL               21,229.62

                           TOTAL               2,044,810.78

SANITATION, STREET & IMPROVEMENTS:
CITY OF WILLISTON          CITY ENGINEER             365.72
GAFFANEY'S                 inkcart                   140.76
RELIABLE CORP.             supplies                   69.45
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     CITY ENGINEER               3.81
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     COUNTY ENGIN                 .45
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES                92.33
CITY OF WILLISTON          water                     652.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMINISTRATIO              29.49
CITY OF WILLISTON          FORESTRY                  549.98
CITY OF WILLISTON          PW ADMINISTRA             250.12
CITY OF WILLISTON          ROADS & STREE           4,154.86
CITY OF WILLISTON          ROADS/STREET            7,081.06
CITY OF WILLISTON          SIGNS                     102.94
CITY OF WILLISTON          STREET LIGHTS             275.88
MDU                        UTILITIES               5,836.61
RELIABLE CORP.             supplies                   69.45
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     roads & stree                .85
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     PW ADMINISTRA               7.52
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       gas can                     9.99
ALBERTSON'S PURCHASE       supplies                   70.68
BENCO EQUIPMENT CO         hoist                     511.33
CARQUEST WESTERN AUTO      glide                      27.18
CARQUEST WESTERN AUTO      patches                    22.78
CARQUEST WESTERN AUTO      supplies                  121.50
CSK AUTO INC               stock                      68.30
CITY LAUNDRY               supplies                   67.62
CITY OF WILLISTON          SHOP                      260.22
HORIZON RESOURCES          diesel                 23,370.00
HORIZON RESOURCES          oil                       513.70
HORIZON RESOURCES          unlead                 34,251.00
FORT UNION SUPPLY & TRADE  handle                     19.60
HAUGEN'S, INC.             switch                     43.25
HOSE AND RUBBER SUPPLY     gasket                      9.66
HOSE AND RUBBER SUPPLY     swivel                     71.60
HOSE AND RUBBER SUPPLY     unit #6111                117.45
HOME OF ECONOMY            casters                    35.96
HOME OF ECONOMY            supplies                   83.87
JOHN'S MUFFLER SHOP        muffler                    32.00
NAPA AUTO PARTS            battery                   153.62
NAPA AUTO PARTS            cap                         9.66
NAPA AUTO PARTS            credit                     39.66-
NAPA AUTO PARTS            filters                    18.60
NAPA AUTO PARTS            freon                      34.14
NAPA AUTO PARTS            lights                     18.40
NAPA AUTO PARTS            muffler                    39.66
NAPA AUTO PARTS            rad dye                     9.27
POLAR REFRIGERATION, INC.  AC parts                  209.68
PRAXAIR DISTRIBUTION INC   repair                     87.80
SANITATION PRODUCTS        parts                   5,324.45
SANITATION PRODUCTS        unit #5165                105.50
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     CITY SHOP                   1.63
TRACTOR SUPPLY PLAN        unit #6295                 19.16
WILLISTON TIRE CENTER      unit #4538                147.20
BADLANDS STEEL             unit #5130                421.24
CITY OF WILLISTON          SANTI COLLECT           7,893.31
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                   6,083.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RENT                    1,250.00
ND DEPT. OF HEALTH         renew permit               75.00
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     SANTI COLLECT               4.69
CITY OF WILLISTON          LANDFILL                1,414.87
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                  10,000.00
FORT UNION SUPPLY & TRADE  tracs bags                 99.90
HOME OF ECONOMY            sprayer                    44.99
MORELLI'S                  water                      42.00
MOUNTRAIL-WILLIAMS REC     electric                  533.07
OILIND SAFETY              repair                    100.50
POLAR REFRIGERATION, INC.  A/C                     2,040.13
SCENIC SPORTS & REC        alarm                     458.00
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       batteries                  30.97
CITY OF WILLISTON          RECYCLE                   447.92
MDU                        UTILITIES                 264.39
OPPORTUNITY FOUNDATION     AUG RECYCLE             1,825.00
OPPORTUNITY FOUNDATION     JULY RECYCLE            1,825.00
KELLER PAVING              Est#4-D073             36,788.75
                                                ____________
                           TOTAL                 157,172.81

WATER, SEWER, CEMETERY & AIRPORT:
CITY OF WILLISTON          BUILDING INSP             136.61
CITY OF WILLISTON          BLDG INSPN                 16.60
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONE                 56.22
WCS TELECOM                BLDG INSP                  12.05
CITY OF WILLISTON          SEWER COLL                296.72
CITY OF WILLISTON          SEWER COLLECT           1,469.15
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                      83.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RENT                      833.00
CITY LAUNDRY               uniforms                    6.16
CITY OF WILLISTON          SEWER TREAT                 5.69
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                     833.00
CRAIG'S, INC.              parts-labor                54.01
HOSE AND RUBBER SUPPLY     hose                    1,155.84
MDU                        UTILITIES               5,444.28
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     SEWER TREATME               1.80
WILDES ENGINEERING SALES   oil                       905.04
CITY OF WILLISTON          RENT                    6,916.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER ADMIN                17.43
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES                61.54
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER DISTRIB           1,476.21
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                     833.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RENT                    1,250.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER DISTB               107.48
MDU                        UTILITIES                 405.34
NORTHERN WATER WORKS       flange                     83.15
NORTHERN WATER WORKS       flare                     254.32
NORTHERN WATER WORKS       parts                   3,613.95
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     WATER DISTRIB               1.90
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES                92.59
ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.       testing                   311.50
BOX-N-SHIP                 freight                    26.49
CITY LAUNDRY               uniforms                   42.40
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER TREATME             142.25
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                      83.00
FARGO WATER EQUIPMENT CO   valve                     721.15
GRAYMONT WESTERN CANADA    lime                   10,735.79
HAWKINS, INC.              chem                    2,052.25
HAWKINS, INC.              chemicals               2,781.09
HOME OF ECONOMY            supplies                   52.06
ITASCA SYSTEMS, INC.       chemicals               5,900.70
MVTL/MINNESOTA VALLEY      testing                    63.00
PRISTINE WATER SOLUTIONS   chemicals               8,359.21
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     WATER TREAT P              11.27
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.    generator               3,100.55
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       towels                     46.30
I. KRUGER, INC.            apex tip                  919.13
VESSCO, INC.               pumphead                  270.07
DPC INDUSTRIES             chlorine                2,210.80
CHRISCO OILFIELD           parts                      96.65
AGRI INDUSTRIES, INC.      parts                      85.46
CITY LAUNDRY               supplies                   12.60
CITY OF WILLISTON          water                      38.15
CITY OF WILLISTON          CEMETERY                  443.19
CITY OF WILLISTON          ADMIN                     291.50
CRAIG'S, INC.              repair                     74.13
CRAIG'S, INC.              strap assy                 20.99
HORIZON RESOURCES          diesel                    441.09
HORIZON RESOURCES          spray                     122.22
HORIZON RESOURCES          unlead                    349.44
MDU                        UTILITIES                 155.03
O.K. TIRE STORE            tires                     151.75
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     CEMETERY                     .11
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC     LMPS/CBL TIES              51.76
CITY OF WILLISTON          AIRPORT                   595.62
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER                     163.10
HAUGEN'S, INC.             SPNDL/BLDS                348.40
HOME OF ECONOMY            SUPPLIES                   96.17
MOUNTRAIL-WILLIAMS REC     LIGHTS                    126.52
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       PAINT/BRSHS                36.48
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES               116.70
WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY    WIND SOCKS                144.00
                                                ____________
                           TOTAL                  68,212.15

AMBULANCE, BUILDING INSPECTION, TRAFFIC SAFETY, FIRE, LEC &
MDU                        UTILITIES                  20.40
BALCO UNIFORM CO., INC.    BOOTS                      80.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          FIRE DEPARTME             220.20
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER                     421.85
FLEET SERVICES             QA-7                      203.21
HEIMAN FIRE EQUIP., INC.   BOOTS                     420.45
HOME OF ECONOMY            HOSE FITTINGS              44.60
MDU                        ELECTRIC                1,780.40
PRO SAFE PEST CONTROL      PEST CONTROL               92.00
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONE                102.34
WILLISTON RURAL FIRE       REM DAVE A.                81.81
BALCO UNIFORM CO., INC.    COMM. BARS                 24.00
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       TILL RECEIPTS             284.00
CHANEY'S CAR & TRUCK       S10 BLAZER                150.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          POLICE DEPART           4,083.62
CITY OF WILLISTON          POLICE DEPT               244.32
CITY OF WILLISTON          7/08--8/01/08             452.70
CITY OF WILLISTON          POLICE (IBM)              200.00
HOME OF ECONOMY            UNIT 1001                  58.95
MILLY'S ALTERATIONS        EMBLEMS                    68.00
MILLY'S ALTERATIONS        HEM PANTS                   7.00
MILLY'S ALTERATIONS        PANTS/SHIRTS               64.00
MURPHY MOTORS, INC.        BRAKES                    303.89
MURPHY MOTORS, INC.        RADIO                     407.95
NAPA AUTO PARTS            TAIL LIGHTS                 7.33
SOURIS RIVER TELECOMM.     08/22/08                   46.07
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES               247.88
VISA                       GAS                       105.73
VISA                       OFFICE SUPP.               16.84
WMS. CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.   LODGING                 2,142.00
WMS. CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.   MEALS                   1,207.75
WILLISTON/WMS. CO. - LEC   AUGUST                    325.82
WILLISTON HERALD           BACK/SCHOOL                76.50
WILLISTON HERALD           SAFETY                     48.00
MICHAEL WILSON             REGISTRATION              100.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          ANIMAL CONTRO             258.99
CITY OF WILLISTON          9-1-1                     616.00
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONE                 30.77
BALCO UNIFORM CO., INC.    EMS PANTS                 208.00
EMERGENCY MEDICAL PRODUCT  TUBING                    474.59
FLEET SERVICES             FIN CHG                    70.10
FLEET SERVICES             6400                      226.04
FLEET SERVICES             6407                      209.90
FLEET SERVICES             6411                    1,053.93
GAFFANEY'S                 PAPER                      13.58
GAFFANEY'S                 TONER                     139.16
MEDQUEST                   SUPPLIES                   90.25
O.K. TIRE STORE            ALIGNMENT                  49.95
O.K. TIRE STORE            TIRE ROTATE                16.00
VERIZON WIRELESS           CELL PHONES                61.54
WCS TELECOM                AMB                          .85
MDU                        UTILITIES                  46.29
                                                ____________
                           TOTAL                  17,705.55

                           GRAND TOTAL         2,287,901.29


		2.	Application for Special Permit to Sell Alcoholic Beverages
			a.	MT Heads Incorporated ~ Jean Smith
				September 19, 2008
				Johnny Holm Concert ~ 21 yrs. & older
	C.	Building Official
	D.	City Planner
		1.	Request public hearing for September 23, 2008 for proposed Zone change from C-1:  Neighborhood Commercial to C-2:  General Commercial for Lots 2A and 2B of the Rearrangement of Lot 2, Block 31, Pheasant Run First Addition, City of Williston ~ Holmen/Kasmer	
	E.	Assessor
MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BOGAR, to accept consent agenda as presented to the commission.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

3.	Bid Openings
4.	Public Hearings
	A.	Budget
President Koeser stated that the budget committee has been meeting recently with the city departments and has come up with a budget that should allow them to provide the services to the community for the year.

Finance Commissioner Brad Bekkedahl reviewed last year’s charts of the tax trends the community has seen.  Due to lack of funding from the state, the school levies have been increasing, as have the County and Parks, while Vector Control and the City have stayed fairly constant.  He stated that the mill levy for the city has only changed 60,000 in the last nine years.  Bekkedahl also went over the city’s tax per capita which is $131 per person which does not include county or school taxes.  Compared to other cities in the state, Williston was on the low end, while West Fargo was on the high end with $328 per person.  The local mill levy is normally divided between the schools at about 50%, the county at about 23.5%, the city at 18.44%, the parks at 8.28% and the remaining going to vector control.  These levies were based on the 2006 numbers and could change this year since the county is not done with their levies.

Bekkedahl stated that the city is feeling pressure to build and bring more services to the community, and this has caused the budget for this year to also be under pressure.  Bekkedahl said that in the past 9 years in order to keep the city levies down and burden the city tax payers less, they have been using reserve funds aggressively, so that money can be used in the schools and for the county where it was needed.  This year the city will have to use a significant amount of the reserve funds, along with raising the city taxes to just under ten percent.  The commission did not want to have to do this, but they felt that it would not be in the city’s best interest to use up all of the reserve funds in one year, and not have anything for the following years.  

Koeser opened the hearing to the public for their input.

Koeser asked Bekkedahl to highlight the larger areas in which the city felt the most pressure for extra funding.  Bekkedahl stated that the most pressure was for more staff in the Building, Public Works and Auditor’s Departments to keep up with the public’s demands.  There are also major purchases that are to be made in the next year, including the remote reading devices for the water department which will give more reliable service and require less staffing, new software in the Auditor’s office, 2 police vehicles, new roof for not only the library, but also the fire hall, other equipment needed for Public Works and the development of an additional landfill cell.

Koeser stated that another pressure the city is facing is the substantial salary increases for employees that are being proposed in the budget.  Although they cannot compete with the oilfield, the city needs to try to keep their employees so that all the services, such as street cleaning, are being provided to the community.  In addition, more money is needed to help with the raising fuel and utility costs.  These are all costs that are related directly to the tax levy that the citizens pay.

A second call for public input was made.

Commissioner Klug asked Bekkedahl if he recalled what the increase in the fuel costs were.  Bekkedahl stated that they increased about 60 to 70%, from just under $300,000 to over $500,000.  Koeser said that not only have fuel prices increased, but the city is busier so the city vehicles are putting on more miles to provide services.  With both of those factors, the fuel costs have increased considerably. 

Klug stated that the federal government was mandating the city to make a sand storage area by the Public Works building and this was also included in the budget.  Koeser wanted to clarify the cost of this project, it was reported by the Williston Herald that it was going to be $450,000, but it was actually only $150,000. 

Monte Meiers added that the salaries in place have caused the water and sewer department to have two employees quit recently.  The one employee stated that he will be making at least $4.00 to $5.00 dollars more per hour, which is needed because his rent is going up.  If he were to stay at the city, he would be unable to feed his family.  Come October there will be one employee left in the water department and they aren’t sure what they are going to do, since it is hard to find people to hire.  Bekkedahl commented that this shows the amount of pressure the city is under and that it will probably only increase in the years to come.

A third and final call for public input was made.  With no other input being heard, Koeser closed the public hearing and requested John Kautzman to direct the Commission on what kind of action was needed to approve the budget.

Kautzman stated that Resolution No. 08-17, which is the Budget Levy and Appropriations resolution, would need to be approved first.  The levy was set at $1,851,864 and the total appropriations at $29,156,829.   

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, to approve Resolution No. 08-17, which is an Appropriation and Levy resolution of the City of Williston, North Dakota, year ending December 31, 2009, a resolution making the appropriation for the calendar year 2009 and making the levy thereof be it resolved by the Board of City Commissioners.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

Kautzman stated that to make the budget work, the board would also have to authorize the transfers suggested on the cover page of the 2009 budget.  These transfers include a transfer from Reserve from Water in the amount of $1,927,484 to cover the existing water department deficit of almost $3,100,000, a transfer from the Deficiency Reserved Fund to cover deficits projected next year in the General fund, City Building, 2006 Refunding, 911 and Cemetery, a transfer of funds out of Sales Tax Reserve for Sewer, Landfill, Water and Municipal Highway, and to transfer funds from the Terminal Construction fund to cover the deficit projected at the Airport next year.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY KLUG, to authorize the transfers as stated by the Auditor on the cover page of the 2009 budget.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

Kautzman stated that there are also a couple of Rate Resolutions to consider approving to make the budget work.  The first one is Resolution No. 08-18, which proposes raising water rates 10 cents to all the categories in water.  He noted that this is less than the forty five cents earlier suggested to the committee, with hopes that sales tax will be able to be used for the additional funds needed.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to approve Resolution No. 08-18.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

 Kautzman stated that Resolution No. 08-19 is the other resolution that needs to be approved.  It proposes an increase of $2.00 per ton at the landfill, taking the rate to $28.00 per ton. This increase will not impact the current landfill rate on the water bills.  Koeser commented that this would impact the fees charged to someone bringing a pickup load of garbage to the landfill.

 MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to approve Resolution No. 08-19.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	B.	Proposed Zone change from R-5:  Mobile Home Court and C-3:  Restricted Commercial to R-3: 	Lowrise, Multi-Family and Townhouse Residential for Block 5,14,15,17 & 18 of the Rearrangement of Pheasant Run 1st Addition, City of Williston and review proposed Preliminary 	Plat for Bakken Heights Subdivision and the vacating of a portion of 22nd Avenue West, City of Williston – Marcil Group & Valley Realty, Inc.

Public meeting was opened by Koeser.  He asked Kent Jarcik to give an introduction on this matter.

Jarcik stated that Marcil Group would like to rezone 17.7 acres to allow for additional apartment complexes, just north of the units that were constructed in the Pheasant Run area.  Phase one of the projects would be building three 36 unit apartment buildings and additional phases of 6 units will be done later on.

A second and third call was made for public input.  With no other input being heard, Koeser closed the hearing.

MOTION BY BOGAR, 2ND BY LAWSON, to approve the proposed Zone change from R-5:  Mobile Home Court and C-3:  Restricted Commercial to R-3:  Lowrise, Multi-Family and Townhouse Residential for Block 5,14,15,17 & 18 of the Rearrangement of Pheasant Run 1st Addition, contingent upon the land sale being finalized.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

MOTION BY BOGAR, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to approve the proposed Preliminary Plat for Bakken Heights Subdivision, contingent upon the conditions being addressed as reviewed in the stack report and agreed upon with the development plan. 
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0


5.	Accounts, Claims and Bills Not Approved in the Consent Agenda
6.	Ordinances
7.	Petitions, Communications and Remonstrances
8.	Report of Commissioners                                                       
              A.	President of the Board 
              B.	Vice-President; Fire, Police, and Ambulance Commissioner
              C.	Street and Improvement, Sanitation, Cemetery and Public Works Commissioner    
              D.	Finance Commissioner  
		1.	Offer to Purchase
			Williston Ventures or Assigns

Bekkedahl stated that an offer was made by Williston Ventures or Assigns to purchase a 10 to 11 acre tract of land behind Applebee’s.  The property is not currently listed as being for sale with the realtors, so there is one of two options that the commission needs to choose to do.  One is to bid the property out for sale by public bid process, or two is to revise all the maps distributed with the realtors and allow others a chance to purchase the property, which would be a lengthy process.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, that the City Commission agree to bid out this property in a public bid process as per previous bids for properties.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	E.	Water Works, Sewer, Airport, Building and Planning Commissioner 
		1.	Application for Federal Assistance

Bogar stated that an application was received and filled out for a grant from the FFA and requested Rick Marburger to explain more about the grant.  Marburger said that he had received an email from Sheri Spencer that they were doing pilot safety studies at 20 large airports and 10 smaller airports around the United States.  He emailed her back stating why he felt Williston would be a good place to do the study.  About three weeks later he received a call from Brian at the district office in Bismarck that the Williston Airport had received the grant, and all the necessary paperwork had to be turned in within 48 hours, in order to receive 100% of the grant for the pilot safety study.  Marburger sent in all the paperwork and the Airport was rewarded the grant.  He mentioned that even though the Commission normally approves a department to apply for grants first, this process happened so quickly that they were unable to come to the Commission before turning it in. 

Marburger stated that he sees some advantages for Williston with this grant.  First this will tie in with the large project going on now to move the taxi ways, transmission lines and approaches to meet standards, and this grant will just help to enhance safety.  He also foresees that this will allow them to have a plan in place by the FFA to recommend that funding continues to go to the airport.  In addition, this will allow the airport to be part of the rule making process with the 10 small airports and consultants.  Since Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson had a safety consultant and they are the City’s approved engineering firm, that person was put in charge and already attended one meeting with the other airport consultants.  Williston now has a chance to give direct input into the rules being made that will be affecting the airport. 


MOTION BY BOGAR, 2ND BY KLUG, to ratify the actions taken to accept the grant. 
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

9.	Report of Department Heads
	A.	City Auditor
		1.	New Security and Fire System at City Hall

Kautzman stated that with the Police Department moving to the new Law Enforcement Center, they would no longer do the monitoring for alarms that go off at City Hall.  Four quotes were received from private parties to provide a new system and provide monitoring of the alarms.  Kautzman recommends going with the cheapest which was Simplex at $800.  He said the next lowest bid, which was from Ebel Inc., had a cheaper annual cost but their quote was $1400 and if they started the project and found that the wiring needed to be changed, the cost would be even higher, and he wasn’t comfortable with that possibility.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BOGAR, to go with the Simplex cost of $800 for the system and the $360 annual service charge.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

		2.	Rivers Edge – Request Outside Dining Setting

Koeser requested that Jeremy Wright, owner/operator of Rivers Edge, give the Commission a little overview of what they are requesting.  Wright stated that they are requesting the city to allow them to add on an outside dining seating area, since they are expanding their menu to a full menu that includes steak, seafood and pasta, and anticipate more customers.  They are just coming to the end of their construction project, so they feel this would be the perfect time to add this on since the concrete is tore up.  The seating area would be accessible only from inside the building and will be located on the east side, across from their large parking lot.  Sight and sound restrictions will be followed, such as umbrellas over the tables, and no music being played, so that the neighbors will not be bothered.

Klug asked if the area will be smoking or nonsmoking.  Wright replied that he will follow any regulations that the State may put in place.  Kautzman also asked Wright to clarify on record that this will be a place that people under the age of 21 will not be allowed, which he stated was in fact true.  

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, to grant the request from N & J Enterprises for an outdoor dining area at the Rivers Edge restaurant, subject to compliance with all building codes and current ordinances with the City of Williston.

Klug questioned who decided what kind of fenced barrier would go around an outside dining area.  Koeser answered that it is not the Commissions decision to make, that they would have to direct someone to make the decision.  Kautzman commented that he included a letter written years ago to Buster’s Bar that allowed them to have a beer garden outside, as long as the restrictions put in place were followed, including what kind of fence was to be used.  Klug mentioned that they needed to make sure the area was going to look good since it is on a main street in town.

Koeser directed the Commissioners to look at the letter mentioned by Kautzman about the beer garden, even though this was not the same thing, these points should be considered for allowing this seating area.  Meiers asked Wright what kind of fence they were looking to put in.  Wright stated that they were looking at a few options, one being putting up a three to four foot tall brick fence with a planter on top of it with shrubs and bushes being planted in it, but they were waiting for the Commission to tell them what kind of fence they needed to have.  Kautzman stated that he felt the six points given to Buster’s for their beer garden should be followed for the River’s Edge.  Even if this is not meant to be a beer garden, since Wright’s business is a bar and alcohol is being served, it could very easily turn into that kind of setting.  With the business being in a residential area, it would probably be in the best interest of the Commission to follow the points to keep down complaints from neighbors in the future.

Klug asked Wright at what time the kitchen closes in the summer.  Wright said that it is open until 11:00 P.M. Monday through Thursday and until Midnight on the weekends.  Klug commented that the 10:00 P.M. closing time being a restriction set forth for the beer garden would not work for the River’s Edge, so he suggests that the outside seating area be closed when the kitchen closes.  Koeser agreed that was a good idea, but said it was difficult for the Board to come up with the guidelines.  Kautzman suggested sending it back to the Alcohol and Gaming Committee to work out the final guidelines.

Bekkedahl inquired if the patio area was going to be started this year or next, at which Wright stated that they were hoping to start this year.  Koeser mentioned that since a motion was already made to accept the outside dining area, that the board could make another motion for the Alcohol and Gaming Committee to work out the final guidelines for the fencing, so that they can start construction of the patio area as soon as possible.  Pete Furuseth suggested that the motion be withdrawn and a new motion be made.

 
MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, to withdraw the previous motion regarding the grant request from N & J Enterprises for an outdoor dining area at the Rivers Edge restaurant, subject to compliance with all building codes and current ordinances with the City of Williston.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, to grant the request from N & J Enterprises for an outdoor dining area at the Rivers Edge restaurant, with the stipulation that all ordinances, building permits and requirements be adhered to; and also that the City Commission grant the authority to the Alcohol and Gaming Committee to work with Mr. Wright on fencing facilities and other concerns astatically and as to noise reduction for the permanent placing of his facility.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	
	B.	Attorney
		1.	Ordinance – Restaurant On-Sale Beer/Liquor License
Furuseth stated that changes were made to the ordinance that was suggested by Klug.  Areas that were lined out were to be removed, and highlighted areas were added.  Koeser questioned the part of the ordinance that talked about the food not being preprocessed or preprepared, and if this would prohibit companies such as Chili’s that often time use food that is preprocessed and preprepared, to have this kind of license.  Klug stated that he felt this wouldn’t be an issue since the restaurant would have a complete restaurant and kitchen adequate to prepare food, and they could come to the Board to have the license approved if they did use preprocessed food.

Kautzman commented that the Board has the option to decide whether to pass the ordinance and to see if it would get referred, or the other option is to have the ordinance put on the ballot and have it voted on.  Kautzman said there was a threat made that if it was passed by the Commission, it would be referred, but the Committee did recommend it be passed and then deal with the referral after that.  Koeser mentioned that if the first reading is approved, it would be reported in the media and that would give people concerned about it a chance to come to the second reading and voice their concerns.  Kautzman pointed out that residents have complained that there are a number of restaurants that don’t have choices, so passing this ordinance will give other restaurants the chance to invest into our community.  These new companies will have the ability to buy a license at $30,000 or buy an existing license at a lesser cost from an establishment that may want to get out of the business.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to pass the first reading of Ordinance No. 911, an ordinance of the City of Williston amending Ordinance No. 550 as previously amended also known as Section 3-37 and 3-38 of the Williston Code of Ordinances adding liquor and beer license categories for establishments as set out.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	C.	Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
	D.	Fire Chief
	E.	Chief of Police
	F.	Building Official
		1.	Secretary I Position

Doug Lalim stated that the 2008 budget had two full time positions and one half time position, which is shared with Public Works, listed for the building department.  The 2009 budget included the two full time positions, switching the part time position to full time to help more with junk and mowing complaints, building inspections and other general help in the office, and to hire another full time clerical person to help with the clerical work.  Recently the half time person quit, and since the junk and mowing complaints are starting to dwindle down due to the change of the season, he would like to hold off until February or March to hire for that position.  Instead, Lalim said they would like to advertise for a full time Secretary I position to help with the clerical side since it is so busy, and since he only has it budgeted for a half time person, he requested the Commission to give him permission to do so.  They would advertise for the full time position for 30 to 45 days and look to have the new person start November 1, 2008.

Bekkedahl asked when the current employee was leaving their position, in which Doug stated today was her last day.  He mentioned that the unused salary from today’s date to the expected start date for the new Secretary I of November 1st, would help cover for the full time salary for the rest of the year.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY BOGAR, to grant the authority for the Building Inspector to hire a Secretary I as presented to them this evening.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0
	
	G.	City Planner
		1.	Review Application for Special Permitted Use (SPU) for Temporary Dormitories to be located in Section 30, T154N, R100W, Stony Creek Township. (5.46 acres) – Prairie Packing/Slais

Jarcik stated that this is a special permitted use proposal by Slais and Gannaway for four modular type units, six bedrooms each, 24 persons per workforce housing.  This proposal is for the property located on 12th Avenue East, South of 1804, across the tracks, just North of Prairie Packing.  The first proposal that went to the Planning and Zoning Commission was for rezoning the property, but was changed to Special Permitted Use to better accommodate the parties.  The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the proposal for this Special Permitted Use and recommended that the City Commission approve it with clarification that the City is not responsible for the road maintenance in the five year term for the use.  He noted that they received a comment from Stony Creek Township that they also would not take responsibility for the road maintenance or snow removal.

Klug questioned whether this would allow for these types of buildings to be put in other industrial zones.  Jarcik said that if anyone came forward with a similar proposal, it would have to go through the same process that this proposal had to go through.  Lawson asked whether Halliburton, for instance, could put housing up for their people on their own property.  Jarcik stated that generally in M2:  Heavy Industrial Zones, it is allowed for there to be housing for a caretaker, to protect the site, but it is not intended for the Industrial Zone to allow workers to have their residences on the property they work on.  Approving this proposal does not mean that every request for this type of use on an industrial zone will be allowed, the City Commission will still have the final say after those proposals have been properly reviewed.

Jarcik went over the criteria for allowing this type of proposal, and stated that each of the criteria would have to be met in order for the Planning and Zoning Commission to recommend the proposal be approved by the City Commission.

Lalim commented that this would be a better route to go then rezoning the property because they probably wouldn’t want multifamily homes at four acres each there.

Meiers asked who would be regulating this property since it is outside the city limits, like providing water and sewer hookups.  Jarcik said it would be the county that would have to provide and regulate those services.  

Dave Slais commended the staff that has been working on this proposal and the Planning and Zoning Commission for their help.  He stated that he feels they are under special scrutiny with this proposal because they are required to have it approved by the City Commission even though the Planning and Zoning Commission already approved it, and having the five year time frame being placed on them.  This project will allow the company they are providing for, to be able to bring in the employees they need to complete jobs, and then have the ability to send them back home after that job is finished.  Even if this does last only five years, the infrastructures will be in place and can be used to serve another purpose.  He also mentioned that they will take care of the snow removal.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to pass the Special Permitted Use (SPU) for Temporary Dormitories to be located in Section 30, T154N, R100W, Stony Creek Township, based upon the recommendations of the Planning and Zoning Commission.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  Klug
CARRIED:  4-1

	H.	Economic Development
	I.	Airport
	J.	Assessor
	K.	Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
10.	Appointments and Consultations with Officers
	A.	Housing Authority Board
		A.J. Mock

Koeser stated that a letter was written to the Board requesting them to appoint someone to serve on the Housing Authority Board and A.J. Mock, the new Senior Center Director was chosen.  

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to appoint A.J. Mock to the Housing authority Board for the remainder of the term.
AYE:  Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Lawson, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

11.	Unfinished Business
	A.	Improvement Amendment Resolution to Improvement Districts

Meiers requested to hold on discussion of this topic until the next meeting.

	B.	Agreement with the City of Williston and nCourt LLC

Kautzman requested to hold on discussion of this topic because he is waiting for response from a bank that is looking for information on nCourt LLC to see if there are any red flags.  Koeser commented that he was talking with Bekkedahl on this issue, and since they will be going to the League of Cities at the end of September, they thought they would ask other cities what they are doing in regards to the use of credit cards.


12.	New Business

Alan Hanson stated that Thursday morning is the anniversary of the September 11th attacks, and they will be having a brief ceremony starting at 8:55 A.M.  The bells will be tolled at 8:59, the time the first tower fell, followed by a moment of silence.  The community is being invited to attend and being asked that they park around back.

13.	Executive Session
14.	Adjourn

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to adjourn.



