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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS HELD
SEPTEMBER 23, 2008, AT 7:30 P.M. AT CITY HALL IN WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA.

1.	Roll Call of Commissioners

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Jim Lawson, Brent Bogar, Brad Bekkedahl, Howard Klug, E. Ward Koeser

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  None

OTHERS PRESENT:  Chief Hanson, John Kautzman, Doug Lalim, Chief Lokken, Rick Marburger, Tom Rolfstad, Kent Jarcik, Pete Furuseth, Monte Meiers 

President Koeser entertained a motion to add an Old Armory street closure request to 7C, another street closure request to 7D, a request to hire a substitute attorney when the City Attorney is gone to 8A2, a Fire Prevention Week Proclamation to 8A3, and a purchase proposal from Kelly Blomberg to 8D1.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to amend the agenda.
AYE:  Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

2.	Consent Agenda						
	A.	Reading and Approval of Minutes for:
		1.	Regular Meeting Dated September 9, 2008
	B.	Auditor
		1.	Accounts, Claims and Bills

FINANCE & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
RECORD ONLY:
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY                 5.86
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY               150.00
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            42,436.58
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            39,775.59
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            86,661.47
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY                66.50
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            59,617.72
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            96,194.49
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            58,248.24
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            36,684.68
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            94,932.92
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            90,391.79
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            49,486.09
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY           107,273.51
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY           542,615.58
FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY            11,754.66


FIRST NATIONAL BANK        RECORD ONLY                70.00
                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL            1,316,365.68

PREPAIDS:
PAYROLL  9/12/08           CHECK #09534-09593    126,768.32
JOHN GANJE                 Refund                    480.00
MSU EXTENSION              INSPCTN CLSS               46.40
C&S FIREARM SUPPLY         Weapon & Gear           1,092.00
ND STATE DISBURSE. UNIT    Child Support             227.64
NEMONT                     Phone 9041                202.37
ONE FULFILLMENT            brochures                 147.50
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       parade signs              467.00
MDU                        utilities                  45.06
TRI-STATE DISTRIBUTING CO  art set up              1,143.00
DOEDEN CONSTRUCTION        parking lot            19,950.00
ND DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION  reg. renewal               93.00
BERRY DAKOTA               syrup                     230.00
WILLISTON CVB              Jeff Altizer              734.02
JAN THUE                   Sept Ins                  346.27
AMERICAN NATIONAL          Sept Premium              234.91
ND PERS                    PURCHASE                  500.00
ND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ASSOC  Dues                       34.00
UNITED WAY                 August W/H                 83.00
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE       Sept Premium              250.58
LINCOLN MUTUAL LIFE &      Library                   446.06
LINCOLN MUTUAL LIFE &      Library                   358.15
DISCOVERY BENEFITS         Med FSA                 4,911.74
FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE     Sept Premium              200.01
ND PERS                    Employer Cont          38,119.33
ND PERS                    Library                36,767.76
ND PERS                    E-9-1-1                27,643.06
DAVID BELL                 symposium                 244.50
PATRICIA FIORENZA          symposium                 244.50
WILLISTON CVB              Amanda Eickho           6,000.00
ND PERS                    Library                43,905.76
ND PERS                    Library                19,687.48
JARED HEATON               BOND REFUND               250.00
SHANNON MAGNUSON           BOND REFUND               150.00
PATRICK NOWLAN             BOND REFUND               250.00
RICHARD SOUHRADA           BOND REFUND               100.00
DAVID BELL                 Meals                      57.50
PATRICIA FIORENZA          Meals                      57.50
HEWLETT-PACKARD            COMPUTER                  914.00
INFORMATION TECH DEPT      WAN FIBER                 750.00
KODY DEYTON                BOND REFUND               500.00
KAREN SANDERSON            BOND REFUND               100.00
WILLISTON CVB              Jeff Altizer              638.12
CENEX CONVENIENCE CARD     gas-van                   127.18
CITY OF WILLISTON          dumpster                   50.00
EMRY'S LOCKSMITHING        keys                        9.40
THE SHOPPER                Inserts                   280.00
BUTTONS BY FISH            ribbons                    48.42
ALL SEASONS SPORT ABOUT    shirts                    129.00
KEYZ-KYYZ RADIO            ChokecherryAd             256.00
UNITED BUILDING CENTERS    Store Credit              215.02
WILLISTON HERALD           ChokecherryAd             343.20
ONE FULFILLMENT            brochures                 146.32
KXMD-TV                    ChokecherryAd             273.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          water                     177.50
WILLISTON BASIN FLORAL     flowers                    75.25
GAFFANEY'S                 boxes                      98.26
ALLTEL                     cell phone                146.36
VISA                       paint                   1,614.53
KUMV-TV                    ChokecherryAd             138.00
CHRISTOPHERSON'S TIN       PD Repair               1,588.88
ND STATE DISBURSE. UNIT    Child Support           1,548.24
MONTANA CSED               Child Support             229.27
MERWIN WIELER              BOND REFUND               100.00
JOSHUA LUND                RESTITUTION               281.00
MICHAEL GRESS              REST REFUND               176.00
ARDEN GLASOE               BOND REFUND               100.00
JEFFREY LINDBLOM           BOND REFUND             1,000.00
LLOYD IVEY                 RESTITUTION               400.00
MONTANA GUARANTEED         Garnishment               165.80
USABLE LIFE                Aug Premium               378.19
BRUCE JOHNSON              Reimbursement             112.00
UPPER MISSOURI             Conference                 85.00
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSN.     ICD-9 BOOK                104.90
WILLISTON SCHOOL DIST #1   Recpt#137380          239,622.75
WMS. CO. AUDITOR           LEC                    15,586.93
ND ASSN. OF OIL & GAS      Annual Mtg                 75.00
WILLISTON AREA             Build Willist           7,189.93
                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL              608,241.87

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL

FINANCE:
BRADY MARTZ CPA            AUDIT HOUSING           3,219.40
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        NTRY APP/SPPL             100.44
CITY OF WILLISTON          AUDITOR                   140.00
FORT UNION SUPPLY & TRADE  TOWEL/TLT PPR             210.90
GAFFANEY'S                 CASSETTE                   34.08
GAFFANEY'S                 RED PAPER                  30.70
GAFFANEY'S                 STAPLES                    42.15
GAFFANEY'S                 SUPPLIES                  169.93
LOGIC COMPUTER PRODUCTS    IBM RIBBON                155.40
MATTHEW BENDER & CO., INC  ND CRT RLS                 17.80
NEMONT                     PHONE                     673.75
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                   259.75
WILLISTON HERALD           NTC PBL HRNG               52.50
WILLISTON HERALD           ORD 904/903                29.25
SCHMITZ LAW OFFICE         SERVICES                3,443.00
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        MTG LUNCH                  29.31
E. WARD KOESER             TRAVEL                    263.25
VISA                       MEAL                      211.74
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        SUPPLIES                   17.32
CALEB FRY                  WITNESS FEE                25.00
GAFFANEY'S                 FEL BOX                   153.22
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                    40.55
JEN MYREN                  WITNESS FEE                25.00
WENDY RAMSEY               WITNESS FEE                25.00
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        KEYS                        9.00
EARL'S ELECTRIC, INC.      INSTL BRD SPK             120.00
RICHARD A. JOHNSON         CLEANING                  441.00
NEMONT                     PHONE                      87.15
MON-DAK PLG & HTG, INC.    RPR MOTOR                 154.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          NEW ARMORY                 15.00
RICHARD A. JOHNSON         CLEANING                1,764.00
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                      .42
ECONOMART                  CORN FEED                  58.31
WILLISTON HOME&LUMBER      PLYWOOD                     7.92
MOTOROLA                   RADIOS                  9,279.76
PRAIRIE PACKING            BEEF/CRN FEED              69.75
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       CMNT/PNT SPL                8.36
WORKFORCE SAFETY & INS     ASSESSMENT                435.80
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        TITLE & LIC                19.50
CITY OF WILLISTON          ECON DEV                   48.33
GAFFANEY'S                 Folders-etc               201.76
GAFFANEY'S                 Legal pads                 63.08
NEMONT                     PHONE                      89.96
VISA                       Event shirts              341.29
VISA                       Gas                       156.26
VISA                       Lunch Mtg                 105.64
VISA                       NDED Hotel                241.98
CLW, INK                   Writing                 1,500.00
ABC BUILDING CONCEPTS LLC  PROF SERVICES           1,503.90
GAFFANEY'S                 SUPPLIES                    7.98
NEMONT                     PHONE                      61.15
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                   163.08
WILLISTON AREA             NDPC Fees                 180.00
                                                ____________
                           SUBTOTAL               26,503.82

                           TOTAL               1,951,111.37

SANITATION, STREETS & IMPROVEMENTS:
CITY OF WILLISTON          PW                        150.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                16.84
WILLISTON HOME&LUMBER      SPIKES                     17.01
GAFFANEY'S                 chairs                    760.00
GAFFANEY'S                 COPY PAPER                 88.58
NDWPCC                     R HANSON                  130.00
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                    26.68
ABL MOBILE LOCK & SAFE     office keys                 8.85
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       PW-envelopes              135.00
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC     supplies                  406.27
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC     SUPPLIES                  251.82
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        LICENSE                    12.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          PW                         60.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT               109.65
CRAIG'S, INC.              repair                     78.41
DOUBLEWOOD INN             M MEIERS                   70.00
HORIZON RESOURCES          propane                     8.57
GAFFANEY'S                 COPY PAPER                 88.58
HOME OF ECONOMY            sprayer                    37.99
NEMONT                     PW                         73.21
NEMONT                     PW ADMIN                   83.02
NEMONT                     PW COMP                    40.01
MDU                        UTILITIES               4,653.06
NDWPCC                     M MEIERS                   73.00
O.K. TIRE STORE            tires                     120.68
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                   156.85
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC     supplies                  251.91
CARQUEST WESTERN AUTO      carb cleaner               13.16
CARQUEST WESTERN AUTO      lens cleaner               14.28
CSK AUTO INC               starter                    47.49
CITY OF WILLISTON          COMP                       15.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                12.63
DAKOTA DIESEL USA, INC.    UNIT #6182                340.03
HORIZON RESOURCES          oil                       503.80
HOSE AND RUBBER SUPPLY     unit #4113                144.72
HOME OF ECONOMY            brushes                    25.98
HOME OF ECONOMY            stock bolts                71.00
KOIS BROTHERS EQUIP CO     parts                     315.88
NAPA AUTO PARTS            battery                    66.47
NAPA AUTO PARTS            filter                     16.45
NAPA AUTO PARTS            stock                      61.01
NAPA AUTO PARTS            switch                      6.97
NORTHWEST SUPPLY CO.       liners                    192.85
O.K. TIRE STORE            tube                       47.85
O'DAY EQUIPMENT, INC.      service plan            1,050.00
PRAXAIR DISTRIBUTION INC   parts                      41.78
PRAXAIR DISTRIBUTION INC   reset button               19.00
PRAXAIR DISTRIBUTION INC   supplies                  150.43
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.    fuel cap                   63.94
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.    parts                      27.48
UNITED BUILDING CENTERS    sealant                    11.96
ZEE MEDICAL SERVICES       RESTOCK                    51.70
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                33.68
CRAVEN-HAGAN CLINIC, LTD.  R Momberg                 150.00
G & G GARBAGE, INC         RENT                    1,060.00
OILIND SAFETY              gloves                     31.80
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       invoices                   64.00
CANAD INNS                 Dave Bell                 187.00
CANAD INNS                 Patty F                   187.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          COMP                       15.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                 4.21
GAFFANEY'S                 supplies                   40.00
NEMONT                     LANDFILL                  120.03
MORELLI'S                  water                      28.00
NORTHWEST SUPPLY CO.       bar stool                 115.00
REED BUSINESS INFORMATION  P155 Ad/bid               383.76
REED BUSINESS INFORMATION  P155 Ad/bids              383.76
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       paint-brush                36.97
MATERIAL TESTING SERVICE   P148-testing              552.00
DOEDEN CONSTRUCTION        Est4-D082              70,918.83
KADRMAS LEE & JACKSON INC  D062-Est4 Fin           9,463.16
MATERIAL TESTING SERVICE   D082-testing              130.00
                                                ____________
                           TOTAL                  95,124.05

WATER, SEWER, CEMETERY & AIRPORT:
CITY OF WILLISTON          WATER DEPOSIT             200.55
BRIAN BUSTAD               DEPOSIT REFND              45.00
JOE BRATLIEN               DEPOSIT                    10.00
JOHN COCKWELL              DEPOSIT REFND               5.30
JAMES EVANSON              DEPOSIT RFND               50.00
FARROH APARTMENTS          DEPOSIT RFND               10.00
RICH GRINDELAND            DEPOSIT RFND               50.00
JONATHAN HERR              DEPOSIT RFND               47.50
AARON HOLTER               DEPOSIT RFND               31.25
JEANETTE KJORSTAD          DEPOSIT RFND                5.00
NICK LUIDAHL               DEPOSIT REFND              50.00
FRANK LYSY                 DEPOSIT RFND               40.40
DONALD SASS                DEPOSIT RFND               10.00
E CLARE STEPANEK           DEPOSIT RFND               10.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          BUILDING                   45.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                12.63
NEMONT                     PHONE                      49.96
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                   317.20
ADVANCED ENGINEERING &     P150 Aug                3,200.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                12.63
HOSE AND RUBBER SUPPLY     hose                      295.40
NEMONT                     SEWER TREATME              40.01
C. EMERY NELSON, INC.      parts-labor             6,202.72
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        SHIPPING CHG               29.41
CITY OF WILLISTON          INTEREST                   28.87
GAFFANEY'S                 SUPPLIES                   35.35
NEMONT                     PHONE                      49.96
ND ONE CALL                August                    218.24
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                   283.88
BRIAN BUSTAD               INTEREST                    1.35
JAMES EVANSON              INTEREST                   12.10
RICH GRINDELAND            INTEREST                    5.24
JONATHAN HERR              INTEREST                    3.93
AARON HOLTER               INTEREST                    3.93
FRANK LYSY                 INTEREST                   28.93
ADVANCED ENGINEERING &     P152 Aug               19,200.08
ADVANCED ENGINEERING &     P152 Jun                8,020.13
CITY OF WILLISTON          COMP                       15.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                42.10
CRAIG'S, INC.              saw repair                418.28
FARGO WATER EQUIPMENT CO   gaskets                   229.22
HOME OF ECONOMY            HANDLE                      9.49
HOME OF ECONOMY            TOOLS                      25.17
NEMONT                     PHONE                      58.10
NEMONT                     11TH ST RES                40.01
NEMONT                     26TH ST RES                40.01
MDU                        UTILITIES                 588.20
NDWPCC                     J PHILLIPS                130.00
NDWPCC                     J SJOL                    130.00
NDWPCC                     P ANDRE                   130.00
NORTHERN WATER WORKS       PARTS                     985.02
NORTHERN WATER WORKS       PVC                       365.84
VIZINA'S READY MIX         concrete                1,338.75
ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.       testing                    61.75
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC     ballasts                  171.03
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC     bulbs                      55.20
BOX-N-SHIP                 FREIGHT                    31.73
CITY OF WILLISTON          COMP                       15.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                 8.42
FARGO WATER EQUIPMENT CO   parts                   1,276.44
FORT UNION SUPPLY & TRADE  cleaner                    50.50
GRAYMONT WESTERN CANADA    lime                    5,361.44
HAWKINS, INC.              CHEMICALS               5,552.65
HOME OF ECONOMY            parts                      17.17
NEMONT                     WATER TREATME              80.87
NEMONT                     WTP FAX LINE               40.01
MON-DAK PLG & HTG, INC.    filters                   642.00
MVTL/MINNESOTA VALLEY      c testing                  63.00
PRISTINE WATER SOLUTIONS   chemicals               1,934.63
QUILL CORPORATION          printer paper             158.98
QUILL CORPORATION          ups                       149.97
WILLIAMS RURAL WATER ASSO  WATER                     385.33
CITY OF WILLISTON          CEMETERY                   15.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT                 4.21
NEMONT                     CEMETERY                   40.01
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                     8.98
SIGNS BY DAN               signs                     360.00
UNITED BUILDING CENTERS    plywood                    50.01
ZEE MEDICAL SERVICES       RESTOCK                    31.45
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        TITLE & LIC                16.00
CITY LAUNDRY               MATS                      103.40
CITY LAUNDRY               MOP/BAG                     6.30
CITY OF WILLISTON          LANDFILL CHGS               5.20
FORT UNION SUPPLY & TRADE  TLS/TP/LNRS               209.85
FORT UNION SUPPLY & TRADE  TOWELS                    105.60
HOME OF ECONOMY            BATTERY                    42.49
HOME OF ECONOMY            SUPPLIES                   10.46
RICHARD A. JOHNSON         COOLING TWR               160.00
KK CLEANING                CLEANING                1,050.00
KFYR-TV                    ADVERTISING               950.00
MIDCONTINENT COMM.         SERVICE                   145.77
MIKE'S WINDOW              CLEANING                  242.00
NEMONT                     PHONE BILL                175.53
MDU                        UTILITIES               2,863.85
PRO SAFE PEST CONTROL      RODENT CNTRL               63.00
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                     2.10
QUALITY SERVICE W/COFFEE   COFFEE                     96.00
THE SHOPPER                HLP WNTD AD               132.00
SURE SHOT PLUMBING         PLUMB SINK                565.00
TRIANGLE ELECTRIC          COVER/RCPTCL              102.62
WILLISTON HERALD           ADVERTISING               164.00
WILLISTON HERALD           HLP WNTD                   29.19
KADRMAS LEE & JACKSON INC  PROF SERVICES             963.60
MATERIAL TESTING SERVICE   LAB TESTS                 349.00
                                                ____________
                           TOTAL                  68,325.88

AMBULANCE, BUILDING INSPECTION, TRAFFIC SAFETY, FIRE, LEC &
ALL SEASONS SPORT ABOUT    T-SHIRTS                  247.52
BALCO UNIFORM CO., INC.    CHIEF SHIRT               107.50
BASIN PRINTERS, INC.       FIRE ROSTERS               97.00
CITY OF WILLISTON          DUMP FEES                   9.82
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        TITLE                      10.50
CITY LAUNDRY               MOPS                        7.95
CITY OF WILLISTON          FIRE HALL                  63.33
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT               335.00
GRAND FORKS FIRE EQUIP CO  COMPRESSOR              3,100.00
HEIMAN FIRE EQUIP., INC.   GEAR-FIR BOOT             195.80
NEMONT                     EXTRA LINE                 29.05
NEMONT                     PHONE                     118.14
POLAR REFRIGERATION, INC.  ICE MACHINE               260.88
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       LAG BOLTS                   3.99
VISA                       DANNY LEWISTW             406.76
VISA                       EQUIPMENT                  53.40
VISA                       FIN CHG                    27.20
VISA                       MAGAZINE                   21.00
VISA                       REPAIR                     10.69
VISA                       SUPPLIES                  209.15
DANNY RAYMOND              MILEAGE                   412.50
BALCO UNIFORM CO., INC.    COLLAR EXTEND               4.50
CITY OF WILLISTON          POLICE                    366.67
CITY OF WILLISTON          RADIO MAINT               405.75
CORY COLLINGS              BASIC L.E.                 25.00
CRAVEN-HAGAN CLINIC, LTD.  HALL                      115.00
CRAVEN-HAGAN CLINIC, LTD.  PRENTICE                  115.00
KELLY INN - 13TH AVE       PFAU                      275.00
MATTHEW BENDER & CO., INC  ADVANCE CODE               50.85
MERCY MEDICAL CENTER       9 DRAWS                   225.00
NEMONT                     CO. 911 COMM              563.84
NEMONT                     RANGE PHONE                44.10
NEMONT                     WPD COMM.                 476.70
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                    51.39
LES SLAGLE                 REGISTRATION              100.00
WILLISTON TIRE CENTER      BLAZER                    408.48
ANIMAL CARE EQPT SRV INC   CARRIERS/POLE             506.52
WESTERN VET CLINIC         CATS/DOGS                 195.00
GAFFANEY'S                 RIBBONS                    83.84
ND CHAPTER OF A.P.C.O.     SCHAUBEL                   25.00
QWEST                      SEP 9-OCT 10              948.41
CITY AUDITOR'S FUND        TTL&LIC/AMB L              69.50
HAMERS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE  6400                    2,469.27
HAMERS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE  6401                    1,425.98
HAMERS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE  6411                      290.60
MERCY MEDICAL CENTER       DRUGS                     167.07
PRAXAIR DISTRIBUTION INC   O2                         94.12
PURCHASE POWER             POSTAGE                    89.12
THRIFY WHITE PHARMACY      TWIN EJECT                 95.69
WILLISTON TRUE VALUE       NUMBERS                    11.16
VISA                       LDT MEALS                 216.15
VISA                       SUPPLIES                  105.90
WILLISTON HERALD           PAPA AD                    67.35
MDU                        UTILITIES                 159.61
                                                ____________
                           TOTAL                  15,974.75

                           GRAND TOTAL         2,130,536.05

		2.	Application for Special Permit to Sell Alcoholic Beverages
			a.	N & J Enterprises Inc.
				October 18, 2008
				MMA Fights at Raymond Family Community Center
			b.	N & J Enterprises Inc.
				October 4, 2008
				60th Birthday party at New Armory
			c.	MT Heads Inc.
				September 27, 2008
				Jim Hanson Benefit Supper
			d.	MT Heads Inc.
				October 4, 2008
				Misty Ellingson & Rick Williams Wedding Reception
			e.	El Rancho Corp.
				November 4, 2008 & November 5, 2008
				Annual Holiday Tasting Party with Entertainment Inc.
		3.	Application for a Local Permit or Charity Local Permit
			a.	St. Joseph’s Church
				August 18, 2008 to June 30, 2009
				Annual Raffle
			b.	Williston Council for the Aging Inc.
				November 12, 2008
				Raffle
			c.	Williston State College 
				September 15, 2008 to June 30, 2009 
			d.	Williston High School
				August 29, 2008 to June 30, 2009
				Annual Raffle
			e.	United Way
				December 4, 2008
				Raffle at Gramma Sharon’s
		4.	Gaming Site Authorization
			a.	Mon Dak Gymnastics Support Group
				December 10, 2008
				Western Stars Gymnastics
	C.	Building Official
	D.	City Planner
		1.	Request to approve Rural Water New Hook-up for Lot 9, Delaney Subdivision-Hilton
		2.	Request to approve Rural Water New Hook-up for N1/2 Lot 8&9, Block 6, Sande Subdivision-Schneider
	E.	Assessor

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to accept consent agenda as presented to the Commission.
AYE:  Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

3.	Bid Openings
	A.	Williston Sanitary Landfill Cell 4 Liner and Partial Cells 2 and 3 Final Cover

Meiers stated that they received two bids last week for the construction of Cell 4 at the landfill.  This final cell will give the landfill a lower area to put garbage in on windy days.  Franz Construction’s bid was for $618,742.80 and Gratech Company’s bid was $638,261.68.  Meiers said that they budgeted for a lot less but with the way the economy has been changing, the bids are fair.  He recommends going with the low bid of $618,742.80 from Franz Construction.

Koeser mentioned that the landfill rates will probably have to increase to cover the difference in the cost of the project.

MOTION BY KLUG, 2ND BY LAWSON, to award the bid for the landfill cell 4 liner to Franz Construction in the amount of $618,742.80.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

4.	Public Hearings
	A.	Proposed Tax Increment District
		1.	Resolution creating Tax Increment District Number 5 of the City of Williston, North Dakota and approving Developer’s Agreement and Development and Renewal Plan

Koeser opened the public hearing and asked Kautzman to explain what a tax increment financing district is.

Kautzman stated that a property tax increment district allows the board to provide public assistance to certain projects that are on a blighted or slum area.  Once the apartment buildings are built, the owner will be paying the same taxes that other apartment building owners pay.  The only difference with a tax increment district is where the tax dollars will be going.  The base tax amount on the property will be a frozen dollar amount based on the existing value of the property.  In the case of this property, the base amount could be zero since the city has owned the land for the past 20 plus years, but the assessor will most likely put a higher value on it.  This base value will go to the existing tax districts.  The difference between the market value and the base tax amount will be the tax that will be paid on the structure itself.  These tax dollars will go back to the City to pay on the development plan being presented, instead of going to the tax districts. 

Kautzman said the development plan being presented has the incremental flows paying for $750,000 of public assistance for road overlay, water and sewer installs into the property and other improvements such as street lights.  To protect the city, the property will be assessed on a deferred basis, so if the incremental flows are not sufficient to cover the public assistance amount, the property will be assessed the $750,000.

Bekkedahl asked Kautzman to clarify who the guarantor is, who pays if there are nonsufficient taxes to pay for the bond payments.  Kautzman stated that the developer will pay the difference because his property will have the apartment buildings on it and the assessment will be against them. 

Koeser requested George Gaukler to make a few comments on the project they are proposing to do.

Gaukler stated that they built the two 36 complexes in the northwest part of town and would like to build two more complexes.  He said he has been a real estate developer for the past 40 years and they were involved in building the apartment buildings in the area 20 years ago.  The buildings they are proposing to build will be identical to the other complexes they built earlier this year.  They requested the tax increment district because the property is blighted with the trailer park sights and is not desirable to build on without assistance.  If the tax increment district is not approved, they will not proceed with the building of the two additional apartment complexes.

Koeser mentioned that he has received numerous calls from residents that are concerned with the Marcil’s, who Mr. Gaukler is working with, and how they are buying up all the property in town and are raising rents.  Before the new apartments were built this year, the city had approximately 1,200 rental units in town.  When Marcil came to build the new complexes they purchased two apartment buildings with about 71 units, or 5.6% of the market, so they are not buying up all the property here.  

Koeser said that the rental rate increases in our community, is similar to what they are seeing all over the region, so Williston is not alone in the pressure being felt from the oil activity increases in the area.  The hearing will allow the community to try and come up the best way to handle the pressure being felt.

Koeser explained that there were two trailer parks that were in operation in the 1980’s on this property.  The first trailer park Sand Creek was sold a couple of years ago to a party in Fargo and they have brought in around 100 trailers both for rent and for sale.  The park was in pretty good condition when it was sold and the new owner had very little trouble getting it ready for the new homes.  Cimmaron trailer park was the other park and there were some issues with the property when the park closed down.  Koeser said they felt that the property would probably be better used as something else other than a trailer park.  

The two 36 unit apartment complexes would be on 17 acres of the south side of the old Cimmaron trailer park, just north of the Bakken Heights complexes that were just built.  There would be room on the property to build up to nine apartment complexes on it, but only two are being proposed at this time.

Koeser mentioned that the tax increment financing district of $750,000 would be used to just clear the area.  This would clear out paths, take out some streets, and remove old water and sewer lines.  He said that one of the problems with trailer parks is that each trailer lot has water and sewer lines under it so that they can park the trailer and tap into the lines.  Houses can not be built on these kinds of lots without them being cleared out because when the basements are being dug out, the water and sewer lines would be hit.  

Koeser said that they have thought about the city clearing the area to make the property more desirable to sell, but the city does not have the finances or the man power to do that.  Another option would be selling the property for a great deal and as is, but with the cost of $750,000 to clear the area, it would still be difficult for the developer to develop.  Koeser stated that they needed to come up with some way to sell the property so it could be developed, and the tax increment financing district would give a developer a chance to do that.

Koeser called for public input.

Allan Clark stated that he served on the school board for four years and worked with the city prior to that.  He said that they all know what tough times are, and this is not one of those times.  He feels that we don’t need to be subsidizing a multimillion dollar business so that they can come into Williston and make money off of us.  His problem with the tax increment financing district is that there are other entities, particularly the school district, that need the additional tax dollars too.  This is a boom economy and the only throttle we have is housing and it is going to be throttled back, which isn’t necessarily a bad thing but additional apartment buildings are going to bring more students.  At the last school board meeting, it was mentioned that it was going to cost the school district an additional $80,000 to cover extra time for teachers to help with the extra students coming in.

Clark said they assumed that if this tax increment financing is approved, the school district will not get any additional tax money, since the value of the property will be zero and asked if their assumption was correct.  Kautzman stated that they will get taxes on the base tax amount of the property, which could be zero but would be unlikely after the property is assessed.  Koeser said it is possible that the school district will get no additional money because the base amount will be close to zero.  

Clark then asked how long this tax increment financing district would go.  Kautzman answered that it was for 15 years.  Koeser mentioned that it normally doesn’t take that long, it all depends on tax flow.  Clark pointed out that revenues needed by other entities now, not only the city, are being given to multimillion dollar corporations to come invest in our community just so they can make money, and that is why they disagree with this proposal.  

He stated that he also disagrees with a later agenda item that deals with new construction.  Businesses build structures to make money, and they don’t need to be subsidized as tax payers, they need to be paying their fair share of the taxes.  He said that he is not the only person that feels that we need to quit giving it away, it is not necessary to do at this time.

Thomas Selby stated that he is a local farmer and had hoped never to have to speak at one of these hearings, but he has had several calls from residents requesting him to speak on their behalf.  He questioned the Commissioner’s how much is enough?  He said that this is the second time these citizens have been through this.  Selby wrote a letter to the editor about the Commission giving this company a million dollars over ten years.  He was the Director of Tax Equalization when that law was passed.  He mentioned that they had the “legal beagle’s” blessing to go through with giving the grant of a million dollars, but not everyone’s blessing.  

Selby commented that he agrees with the concern that is being felt over Marcil’s letter and their attitudes of either give them the assistance or they are leaving.  He said that the Commission needs to think about the dollars and cents, and by cents, he is speaking of both spellings of the word, and mentioned again when is enough going to be enough.

Selby asked who is going to pick up the tab the next 15 years.  He mentioned to Kautzman that the base on the property will be zero since the assessment date was February 1st of this year.  There are going to be services needed for the new complex and people living in them including school, streets, and fire, and the home owners of the community will be the one’s paying for their services.  This is not fair, if these people want to come here, they need to bring their checkbooks with them.

Selby stated he wanted to talk about reasonable tax increment, not giving a blank check.  He said Koeser spoke of clearance and Kautzman spoke of street lights, which throws up red flags to him, because that is not tax increment, that is building infrastructures with the home owner’s money, which is not right.

Selby went on to say that the original tax increment has been being changed by the economic developers, even to go as far as to include giving tax increment money to businesses so they could put on new store fronts on new buildings, which just flabbergasted him.  The theory of the original tax increment was to pay for the unusual cost of the development, and he knew this because he sat right next to Jim Haugen, who was a lead in lobbying the passing of this bill.  

Selby commented that he set up two of the original tax increments in this town, which they did work, but he doesn’t feel that in the long run the home owner’s were treated fairly on those.

Selby reminded the Commission that this is the very same area that almost bankrupted this city previously.  He remembers receiving a call from the new Governor at that time asking him if it was true that the City of Williston wasn’t going to be able to pay their bonds.  Selby also remembers telling Roger Newman that there was a $220,000 tax bill due and only 50 percent occupancy.  Newman said they had ten years to pay that, but Selby corrected him and said that since the property hadn’t been assessed in three years, the amount due was just one payment.  

Selby cautioned the Commission about certifying assessments.  He stated that this is the third boom he has been in here, and he was very involved in the one in the 70’s.  He said they looked at the booms in the 50’s and 60’s and wondered what they did wrong in those booms.  He feels what they did wrong was special assessing everything out.  

Selby suggests putting this issue back to a committee and for them to look at this proposal and identify the unusual costs.  If more housing needs to be provided, the fastest way to do that is by bringing in mobile homes.  After going through the committee, they need to come back with a reasonable estimated cost for the proposal, that takes into account the first gift given of $1,000,000, which he feels was totally unreasonable.  He also feels that an exemption should never be considered until there is a fiscal note; there are very capable people at the County that can give the needed information to the Board right away.

Selby stated that he finds it very ironic that the Board is giving tax exemptions but can not afford to put new roofs on the library and fire hall.  In closing he asked the Commission who they represent, the people from out of town that want to come here or do they represent the citizens that have lived here for many years, which are home owners and who elected you?

Klug asked Selby if he put together tax increment financing districts before, what is the difference between the proposal’s then and this one now, why did he think they would work then but not now.  Selby stated that when he was at the County, he had to get after Kautzman for wanting to take money from the tax increment financing for maintenance and that is not the purpose of these.  He said that the first tax increment district that was done struggled for a long time due to the fact that a lot of exempt properties were purchased in the same area, including the a school and the Opportunity Foundation.  The difference then was that there were not children needing funding for education in that area, but when an apartment building is being built, there are going to be children living there and extra funding for the schools is needed.  He commented that although the services were being paid for by the home owners, the unusual costs were being covered by the tax increment financing, they didn’t have to pay for street lights and things of that nature.

Unknown questioned whether the companies then were there to make money.  Selby said that when the tax increment district was set up, the City owned most of the land.  The intent was to help pay for the massive filling that was done in that area, help pay for the oversized water lines and to get that area ready for community development.

Bekkedahl thanked Selby for doing that first tax increment district because it has created an employment base for the area that might not have happened if they didn’t do that back then and it has truly benefited the city.  Bekkedahl commented that they were on the same page as everyone else and would rather have local developers build apartments in the community.  They have gone on a quest to get proposals from anyone that would come up with ways to help the housing shortage here.  He said that although the ordinary citizens of Williston don’t have to deal with the housing problems on a daily basis, the Commission does have to.  

Since Selby’s recommendation was to send it to a committee, Bekkedahl asked if he would be available to bring the committee constructive ways to address the property.  He stated that they have thought about bringing in mobile homes as Selby had suggested, but the problem with that is the property’s infrastructures have sat idle for twenty some years and is now in a negative balance to put in new infrastructure to service a new trailer park.  The commission would rather put a trailer court there, that was actually Bekkedahl’s first recommendation, but it will cost hundreds of thousands, if not millions, to do that, since they can not just go in and turn valves on and hook up mobile homes.  Another problem is getting a developer to agree to do it, and then be able to get financing to do the large project because of the town’s history of booms and busts.

Selby felt that he has come up with some constructive ideas for the commission to use already.  First of all, he feels that the city should not be building the infrastructure for this company.  Also ten year exemptions are not appropriate, those types of exemptions are meant for complexes that employ a large number of people.  Selby said that they should look at how to build apartments.  He says the first ingredient of building apartments has already occurred by the rents rising, the low rents was one reason why no one was building.  He commented that it is not the job of the city to provide housing; they should be providing health, safety and welfare.  He still thinks that mobile homes are the fastest and cheapest way to bring in housing because when the bust does occur, the mobile homes can be moved out and homes are not left sitting empty.

Next comment came from Skip Miller who stated she is a renter in town and lives on a fixed income.  She said she got pretty upset after reading a comment in the paper from an elderly lady who had to leave Williston for Beach because her rent was raised.  She is wondering what is going to happen to the people that are on fixed incomes that can’t afford rent increases.  Not everyone can afford to buy decent food to eat at home, to pay for gas to go to work and be able to afford healthcare with the wages that they receive.  She wants to know why it is taking time for the low income housing building to go up and why there isn’t more affordable housing for the elderly and low income families.  

Koeser stated that Miller represents the people that have the most concerns in the community, the people on fixed incomes, the elderly and disabled.  The one speaker said that the City should not concern themselves with the housing problems, but they are constantly receiving calls from people who need help.  He said that anyone who knows about economics knows that increasing supplies brings prices down, and that is why they are trying to bring in more housing to the community.  Koeser mentioned that he also hears from businesses that they can’t get workers and a lot of them have to close down early because of that.  They have told Koeser that if there was housing available, they could get the workers they need to run their businesses.  Koeser thanked Miller for coming and speaking because she represents the group that he feels the most empathy for.

Kautzman commented that Gaukler told them today that there are five units available in the low income building he owns on 16th and Housing Authority also has low income units available.  Miller said that there is a long waiting list at Williston Housing, at which Kautzman stated he was told by them that they had openings.  In addition there is a low income housing facility that is supposed to be built down by the old city shop area; they are waiting for their financing to come through.  They should break ground on that facility early next spring.

Tracy Cox stated that she works with Community Action, the Homeless Shelter, as well as Emergency Services, and knows that the community needs more housing no matter what.  She asked if the Tax Increment District is only on the clearing part of it.  Koeser said that demolition, site clearing, which includes removal of 22nd, 23rd, & 24th Avenue W, removal of some trees and disposal, sidewalks, aprons, parking pads, man holes, replacing some fill and moving a storage building is $165,000 of the cost.  There will be engineering services that include changing heads on light poles and fixing the storm sewer problem with a cost of $125,000, stubbing in water and sewer with a cost of $80,000, overlaying 32nd St at a cost of $165,000, and boulevard planting at $15,000.  The majority of the money will go to clearing the area.  

Cox wanted to know when they build this complex on the property, will they be paying normal taxes.  Koeser stated that they will be paying the same amount of taxes, they are not getting a discount, but the money will not be going to the tax entities like it normally would, it would go to pay off the bond.

Cox questioned whether there is any other land that they can build on that does not have to be cleared.  Koeser answered that there was, but then the City will still have this particular property that has sat for the last 25 years and has become an eye sore.  Tax Increment Financing Districts were set up to clean up blighted areas.  

Cox also asked if we had to give them 15 years.  Kautzman said that they are tying it in with the normal assessments on bonds and normal assessments on streets, if the incremental flows are sufficient, the bond will be paid off early.

Cox wondered if there was any affects on the flight path at the airport.  Kautzman stated that the heights of the buildings were looked at and they do meet requirements and will not affect the airports operations.

Bekkedahl mentioned that the city does not own any property in city limits for sale, except for the property in question and some parcels in the industrial park that are reserved.  Cox asked if there is any other privately owned property for sale.  Bekkedahl said that he does not know of any privately owned property that would accommodate these buildings.  Cox mentioned the property across from 26th and wondered whether that was for sale.  Bekkedahl did not know if that particular 40 acres of land has been sold or not, it was owned by a private family.

Cox commented that the rents went up by 30 percent as told to them by Koeser in Dickinson, but the property that Marcil bought in Williston went up 75 to 100 percent.  That amount of an increase has put a huge crunch on people.  Koeser thought that the 30 percent in Dickinson was probably overall and if Williston did an overall percentage, it would probably be around the 30 percent mark too because a lot of rents in Williston still haven’t went up.  Cox disagreed with Koeser because she works very closely with rental agencies and knows rents are going up everywhere.  

Cox stated that Marcil just started managing some apartments in the area and increased those rents by $150 a month right away.  Koeser asked Gaukler if they have taken over managing other apartments.  Gaukler said that they bought 48 units of lower to moderate income apartments and there was a manager in place that did not work out, and they have stepped back in and took over management; the new manager will be starting Monday.  Cox commented that those are not the apartments she was talking about, the Ridgeview apartments are the one’s that they started managing and then raised the rents.  Gaukler didn’t know anything about those apartments.

Cox clarified that she wasn’t attacking Marcil, but she was just letting them know what she had been hearing.  She said that they keep mentioning low income housing and it is great that more of that type of housing is coming to Williston, but the people affected the most by the rent increases are the people right above the low income level.  

Cox asked if there is anything that can be done to come up with apartments that are of moderate pricing not low or high priced.  Bekkedahl responded that they have been trying for the past three years to make that happen, but when it comes to escalating building costs, it’s hard to find people to do that.  He said they are trying to fix the problem of higher costs by bringing in developers to build more housing so that there isn’t such a shortage.  

Cox questioned why Marcil couldn’t give a little with the rent prices, if they are going to get the TIF, they should be willing to lower rents a little, and it would be a win-win situation for all.  Bekkedahl said that to bring rents down, we need to bring in a significant amount of housing, not just the 72 additional apartments being proposed.  

Next up is Dorothy Johnson, and she stated that she has lived in the Ridgeview Apartments for the past 20 years.  Marcil took over the apartments where she lives over a month ago and now her rent has been raised $200, plus now she will have to pay heat, water, sewer, and garbage, which used to be included in the rent.  She said she has been in Williston for 60 years and is thinking about leaving town like others have.  Koeser asked how long her rent had been where it was at.  Johnson answered that her rent rose in March by $35, then the building was sold and it raised another $50, then the manager moved away and the next day they received the letter that Marcil was taking over and their rent was increasing an additional $200, and the utilities were no longer included in the rent.  Koeser commented that her rent had been pretty low to start out with due to the last bust.  Johnson said that the building had been sold three times and each time rents were raised.  

Johnson has to move out because she will not pay that kind of money to Marcil, who has done nothing to help her out.  The carpets have not been vacuumed and the laundry rooms have not been cleaned since they took over.  She found an apartment in Watford City to move to if she wants, but she likes it here in Williston, this is where her family was raised at.  She feels that it is unfair for the people that are on fixed incomes and can not afford these high rents.  She knows they won’t care if she moves out because they will be able to rent the apartment out right away.

Koeser thanked Johnson for coming in and said what concerns him is that with rents going up, we will probably see more apartment complexes selling, and rents raising even more.  The problem seems to be only getting worse, that is why something needs to be done to bring more housing here.

Pat Luther stated she thinks it is terrible for Marcil to come in and raise rents to residents that have lived in Williston their whole lives.  Then to add to it they want a big tax break, they think they are coming here to help northwest North Dakota, but it isn’t helping.  She gets angry that residents have to leave town because they can’t afford their rents.  She said it was even worse to see on the front page of the paper that home owner’s taxes were going up 9 or 10 percent, but then Marcil was going to get a big tax break.  Those people have money, they don’t need a big break, and it is time for the Commission to think about the people that already live here.

Bekkedahl clarified that the total tax increase to home owner’s taxes will only be 1.26 percent, he didn’t want it to be that big of a number, but costs are rising for the city too.  

Luther commented that she blames the rent increases on Marcil; they were the one’s that came into town and raised people’s rents.  For instance, 82 year old Vikki Krueger, who was in the audience, her rent was raised $225, plus she had to start paying all her utilities, so she had to leave town.   Luther thinks it is ridiculous to give Marcil a tax break when they are doing this to the citizens.

Jan Holmen said that the Commission saying Marcil would still be paying the same taxes as everyone else pays, is not what is really happening, actually they would just be paying a loan back that the City gave them.  Bekkedahl explained that the City is paying the clearing cost so that the property can have a value again and after the TIF is over, the tax money will be going to the tax entities.  He said that in the last oil boom they did special assessments on the property to make it ready for people to purchase, and the home owner’s that stayed in Williston after the bust were the ones who ended up paying for those specials over the next 20 years.  He mentioned that TIF works when you put buildings and structures on the property, which is what increases the property value, and having those structures there will allow the property to always generate taxes.  Holmen mentioned that it will be taking 15 years though for the tax to come back to the tax entities.  Bekkedahl said that the last TIF that was given will actually be paid off in seven to eight years; it just depends on the flows from the improvements on the property.

Holmen asked if these tax incentives were offered to any of the local contractors.  Bekkedahl answered that they sent out a request for proposal to the local contractors and no one responded on wanting to build apartment buildings.  He doesn’t feel that local people can finance this type of project because local banks will not loan money for these large property improvements in the city, they need to be able to get financing outside of the community.  Our community has a reputation that is hurting us right now when we are trying to grow.  Bekkedahl reiterated that there is a guarantee that the grant will be paid back by Marcil, and that is something the City did not have in the last boom with the special assessments.  They are trying to come up with something that will not come back to hurt the home owner’s of this community.

Holmen wonders why they can not pay a normal real estate tax instead of the money just going back to pay the TIF.  Kautzman explained that they will be paying the same real estate tax and yes it was going to go toward paying the TIF, but that is the only way they could get the contractor to commit to investing here. 

Jan Bondy stated that she managed the property for George Gaukler for the past ten years, and she is not very happy with Marcil.  She said that she bought a house back in 1986 that was right across the street from the two big 48 units and at first felt that they made a bad decision to by right next to low income apartments.  She felt that low income was not needed, but changed her mind and had the privilege to take care of those apartments for ten years and now feels that there are people that are poor, sick and can not work that need that kind of housing.  

Bondy mentioned that her problem with Marcil is that they came in and took over the property that she managed for Gaukler for ten years and destroyed them within a month and a half.  She explained that they are never available, they don’t take care of the property, and they couldn’t even be reached when there was a fire there.  She doesn’t understand why we would give them tax increment financing, we’ve given them enough already.  She knows that we need more housing here but she has looked at Marcil’s online site that shows their property in other cities across the state, and they are charging significantly more in Williston then other big cities, and that isn’t right.   She doesn’t know what others think about the situation but she doesn’t like how the people here are being treated.

Bekkedahl commented that if you look at those other cities, like Wahpeton, they have an overabundance of housing available and that is why they are able to have cheaper rent costs, it all depends on supply and demand.  He said he is not defending them but as a City Commissioner he wants to see more housing, because that is what will help drive down the price of rent.

Bondy read a statement from Marcil’s website that says exceptional service is something they take seriously and they believe their actions will speak louder than their words.  She continues with it stating that rather than Marcil telling people, they would like to show them, which Bondy feels they have shown this town exactly what they are really like.  She goes on to say they claim that their professional staff is responsive and committed to prompt and effective actions, which makes her feel that they just don’t speak truths.

Next to talk was Heather Wilson and she stated that she is not a property owner, but her and her husband moved here two years ago and thought that Williston would be a great place to raise their family.  They were on a waiting list for three months until they finally got an apartment, in which is not in good condition and not worth the rent they pay.  Her husband works in the oil field and they still aren’t able to afford one of the new apartments that were built.  Wilson said that she left the hometown that she loved, to come here where they live paycheck to paycheck and can not afford to buy a run down $100,000 one bedroom house in Williston.  She is appalled at the way the City is taking care of their citizens and running them out of town.  She wonders why the Commission wants to help Marcil out when the citizens here are suffering.
Wilson commented that she doesn’t even want to live in this community anymore; her family hasn’t been able to even get ahead and questions how she is supposed to take care of her children when the City isn’t willing to provide citizens the opportunity to do so.  She asks if the tax break is given to Marcil, how are they going to help the community.  She says that when big corporations come into places, they tend to forget the little people they stepped on to get there.  

Koeser thanked Wilson for her comments and stated that even though they were told tonight that it is not the City’s job to worry about housing, the Commission believes that they need to do something about it and are trying to help.  He asked her if she had any ideas on how the City can help get apartments and other housing built here.  She replied she was looking for them to do that for her.  Koeser and Bekkedahl both agreed that they have been struggling to find ways to do that.  Bekkedahl said that they are not promoting companies to step on the people of this community; they are trying to get companies here to build but it is difficult to find people that will do that.  He states that he has sympathy for the citizens, and asked Wilson not to paint the picture that the Commission is trying to step on them, that is not what they are doing, they truly care.  

Wilson wants to know what the Commission is going to do then.  She asks Gaukler, if he is a partner with Marcil and they are a multimillion dollar company, then why can’t they afford a measly $750,000 to clear the property.  Gaukler stated that they don’t even have the financing put together for this project yet, it is tough to do that when developing in this area and the costs are high.  He has to put his name on the financing and has to guarantee these loans and he is not sure if he can even do that due to the high costs.  He said he understands how tough it is for housing here, it has been hard for their company to get the workers here to build because they can’t find them a place to stay.

Koeser wanted to explain what they have been dealing with these last three year.  He stated that they did a housing study and put together a housing task force to see how serious the housing problem was, because they saw how long the waiting lists were for apartments and how short the market was on housing.  He said it was a very interesting study and they had a number of developers come and say that they would build apartments, which the Commission thought was great.  The developers ran into problems when they went to the financial institutes to get financing for the projects.  Koeser gave an example that it was estimated that one of the apartment complexes being proposed to be built by a developer would cost $4,000,000 to build, but it was only being appraised at $3,000,000 and the bank only wanted to loan them $2,100,000.  The developer had to pull out of the plan because they couldn’t come up with the extra money.  

After this kept happening, Koeser said that Bekkedahl suggested that they come up with something out of the norm to bring in developers because the community needed more housing.  A request for proposals was sent out and that is when Marcil stepped in and said they would develop apartments.  He stated that whether people here like them or not, Marcil did what they said they were going to do and built the two 36 apartment complexes that Williston really needed.  Koeser mentioned that the City would like to have a plan in place to bring housing in, but they have not been able to do that.  
Koeser feels that contractors are not able to build two bedroom apartments in Williston and only charge $600 a month for them and said he would like the contractors to correct him if that assumption is wrong.  He said that any housing units that are built here will help the community out.  He mentioned that when Briarwood was built, even though they were for the elderly, when those 19 units were opened and the elderly moved into them, 19 houses and apartments were also opened up for other people in the community to buy and rent.  

The commission has seen that even though these apartments that are being built cost more to rent, people are still renting them and the residences that were vacated by those people, have been opened up for others, so all of this is helping with the housing crisis.  Wilson commented that all the life long citizens that have been living here are going to leave town because they can no longer afford to live in the community, and all that will be left are the temporary people that are here to make money off the oil field.  She asked what the City is going to do when the temporary people leave because the oil activity slows down, and the community is left with no people to rent the high cost apartments.  Koeser replied that he moved to Williston during the last boom and when it busted he still stayed here, and has been here ever since.  He knows that all the people who currently are here, are not going to stay, but he hopes that some of the new residents that were brought to Williston by the oil boom, will see what a great place this is and decide to stay.

Gordon Brokaw stated that he moved back to Williston because of the quality of life there was.  He doesn’t understand why his city thinks they are responsible for trying to provide housing.  He knows that we should help out people that need assistance, but most people are capable of taking care of themselves.  These oil field companies are making billions of dollars, and wonders why they can’t bring in temporary housing and when the boom is over, they can just move it out.  He feels his quality of life is being dumped and doesn’t understand why the government is worried about bringing more people here when Williston doesn’t even have enough doctors to take care of the people living here now.  

Gail (unknown last name) stated that she is a single woman that has lived here for four years and lives paycheck to paycheck.  She came to let them know that she had rented from Marcil on East Dakota Parkway, and she moved out in May because the rent went up $225 per month.  She says that Marcil came in, raised rents and didn’t even bother to take care of the apartment building; they didn’t even clean the laundry room.  She believes there are other apartments in town to rent, but those owners are raising rents to so that they can keep up with the competition.  She blames Marcil for the rent increases around town and says it is a shame that they can’t even make improvements on the property they already have here.

Alan Clark wanted to make a couple more comments.  He stated that he works for an oil company and knows a lot about what is going on with the drilling in this area.  He says that at the rate oil is being drilled right now and the amount of rigs in the area to do that, if you do the math, it will only take five years for all the available land to be drilled on.  He has a problem with the tax increment financing being for an estimated 15 years because if the oil boom is going to be gone in five years, the community will be left in the same situation as they were in during the last bust.  If the oil prices drop, Marcil will be left with not being able to rent their apartments out and the valuation of their property will decrease.  Bekkedahl commented that one of the stipulations with the proposal is that if there is not enough tax flow coming in from that property, then the individuals that invested for the corporation will have to personally pay back the money, and the City will not get stuck like they have in past busts.  

Clark stated that now is when we need to be collecting the taxes, not in the future, so that we can take care of the infrastructures and schools we have.  We need to quit shifting the tax bases, start making everyone pay taxes, and stop giving tax breaks to the million dollar corporations just to try and spur growth in the community.  

Clark asked how many acres Marcil would be receiving, at which Koeser and Bekkedahl replied that it would be a total of 17 acres.  Clark wanted to know what Marcil was going to do with the remaining land after they built the two new apartment buildings they were promising to build.  Koeser said that there was room for nine apartment complexes on the property, but at this time there was a plan to build only the two.  Clark commented that after the City gave them the TIF and the two building were built, Marcil would probably either sell the land or do something to make extra money off it, and that is where he has another problem with this proposal.  

Clark went on to say that the home owner’s of this community that pay taxes do not need to subsidize any corporation that is willing to invest in a house or building in this town, especially during this day and age.  He mentioned that if a developer was proposing building low income housing for our community and wanted a TIF, then he would be more than happy to allow that to happen because it wouldn’t be done so for someone to make a profit.  

Tom Selby wanted Bekkedahl to know that he isn’t against the City helping with housing, but he feels that the housing is his only vision.  Bekkedahl said that housing is not his only vision and job here, he takes exception to that.  Selby stated that not everyone is benefiting from this oil boom, and Koeser agreed with that.  He went on to mention the boom has done nothing but cost him more money in taxes.  The roads by where he farms in the Buford area have been wrecked and not only that, there is constant noise and traffic.  Some have the assumption that the people living in the country are just getting rich off the oil rights and that isn’t true because most of the land owner’s don’t own the mineral rights.

Selby commented that the City has its own housing development called the Williston Housing Authority and they should be looking to them to help with the housing shortage, and not turn to him for suggestions.  He said that more elderly complexes could be built and that would in turn open up more housing.  If the community focuses on just building more houses, then we will end up like where we were in the 50’s, and there will be empty houses with broken out windows.  Selby again clarified that he is not against the board working on housing, but feel that they should be working on free enterprise.

Bekkedahl pointed out that he doesn’t only focus on housing like Selby thinks.  At the last legislative session, he spent one to two days a week at his own expense, arguing for oil and gas monies to be sent back to the counties and they got it increased from $41 million to around $80 million, so he is trying to help get the roads fixed for Selby too.

Selby mentioned that he heard someone comment about their taxes going up, his went from around $600 a year and are now $2400 a year, and the valuation of his home went from $35,000 to $121,000 so he feels really proud.  Klug asked him what his insurance company makes him insure his home for.  Selby was not sure, so Klug said that the insurance company will insure the home for the $121,000 because that is how much it is worth, hence there should be no complaining.

Selby wanted to point out that the Commission said that the mill increase is only one percent, but the City has been riding the mill too, they get their new property every year, he has heard the complaints.  Bekkedahl showed on the chart that in 1999 the City was $1,637,000 and in 2006 they were $1,630,000, they are not talking in mills they are talking in dollars.  Selby told them to take out their annual reports which shows the mill worth went from $13,000 to $20,000, at which Bekkedahl said that their number of mills also went from a high of 200 to less than 80.  Selby agreed but said that the City is putting on one percent, the County is putting on three percent but the parks haven’t put on anything.  

Tracy Cox wanted to ask Gaukler if she heard right that if Marcil did not get the TIF, they were not going to build the apartment complexes.  Gaukler said that was correct because he doesn’t even know if they can get all the financing for this project, it is that hard to do because of the appraisal values being down.  Cox was also wondering if they have looked at other land, and Gaukler answered that they have focused mainly on the abandoned trailer park and getting that fixed up.  He mentioned building on other land will add on additional assessments and he isn’t sure they can get all the financing now, even with the TIF.

Gaukler wanted to clarify that Valley Realty, his real estate company, built here in 1984 and they have stayed with that project and took care of it since then.  The Marcil group is a partner in this proposal on the construction with Gaukler and he pointed out that he does not have a stake in Marcil’s ownership.  He says if they go ahead with this project, his name will be on the mortgage and if the TIF doesn’t pay for the improvements, then he will personally have to pay for it.  He stated that they are here to help with housing and if they don’t build on this property, there won’t be taxes coming in for it anyways.  He went on to mention that he has worked with Rolfstad quite a bit with other economic development issues around the state.  Gaukler has been in these same types of talks with the school system in Valley City and they were more than happy to allow John Deere to come into their town using TIF, and it has proved to benefit everyone there.  

Cox questioned whether Gaukler was financially okay so that if the bust does happen, he will be able to pay the money back.  Gaukler said that he wouldn’t put his name on the agreement if it would make him go bankrupt.  Unknown asked him who would be managing the new apartments if they were built.  Gaukler had figured that Marcil would manage, but he will have to look at the situation since there is such a big concern, and figure that out when the time comes.

Koeser called for more public input.

Clark wanted to mention that he doesn’t have a problem with house values going up, but the problem he does have is that the home owner’s aren’t seeing any of the money that their houses are supposedly worth.  That is the problem that a lot of the older people are having too.  

Clark pointed out to Gaukler that if the apartment buildings aren’t built, then it isn’t costing the tax payers anything, but if they are built, then the tax payers have to pay for the $750,000 TIF that the city gave to them.  Gaukler explained that it will just be a wash until the TIF is paid off, but Clark did not agree with him on that.  

Clark mentioned that he doesn’t know what Gaukler’s financial situation is, but there were many millionaires that lost everything they had during the last boom.  Gaukler explained that with the deferred special assessments that the City will do, if he does go bankrupt and the value of the property drops, the City is guaranteed to receive that deferred special assessment amount because the building will be worth more than the amount of the assessment.  Clark said that didn’t happen in the last boom, every one got hooked; Koeser agreed but said that they learned from that mistake and took measure to ensure that didn’t happen again.

Koeser requested that all questions be directed to him so that the hearing could keep going, and then allowed Dorothy Johnson to comment again.  Johnson stated that she saw this happen in the last boom, big apartment buildings were built and when the bust happened, she saw three of them taken down and moved out of Williston because there wasn’t anyone to live in them.  If the residents here have to leave because of high rent costs, when the bust happens no one will be left here to move into the vacant apartments.

Koeser commented that the reason her apartment rent has been so low in previous years was because of the bust that happened in the 80s.  He said that the City doesn’t receive apartments back from not paying special assessments, it is usually just lots.  If the property owner puts a structure on the property, they normally don’t turn it back to the City.

Johnson asked what about the apartments that were taken apart and moved by box cars to other cities.  Kautzman said before that happened the companies were required to pay their special assessments and taxes before they removed the apartments.  

Koeser called again for public input.

Coleetta Roth wondered how many more people the City was expecting to come to Williston.  Koeser stated that is a difficult question, if there are currently 80 some rigs and they are anticipating 150 rigs next year, it causes more of a concern.  No one knows how many people will come or how long this is going to last, it does complicate matters more because they don’t know. 

Jim Sullivan mentioned to Gaukler that he could help him build some apartments in the $600 to $700 range and they wouldn’t have to have a tax increment financing district.

Mark Barstad stated that he had heard it cost 30 percent more for people to build here then where Marcil comes from, and he doesn’t understand it because the materials are coming from out of town, as are the workers.  He wondered if the City is receiving any sales tax or any kind of taxes from the materials coming in from out of town.  Kautzman stated that sales tax is supposed to be charged on the point of delivery, so the State should be collecting the tax for the City that is paid when the materials are purchased.  He said that he can not be for sure because if he were to call the State and ask if they received the sale tax for a certain delivery, they just reiterate to him the rule that is in place.  Bekkedahl mentioned that each month the City receives a lump sum sales tax check from the State for the sales that were made in Williston or delivered here; there is not an actual breakdown of each sale to show that the proper taxes are being sent.  

Barstad found it interesting that the City gave Marcil a million dollar break and we don’t even know if we are receiving tax money from them.  Koeser wanted to recap that the break they received was so that we could get more apartments here in town, which is a critical issue in this community.  He thanked everyone for voicing there concerns tonight and said that there are a lot of people here that are frustrated because of the housing.  Not only are there people who can’t find a place to live, there are businesses that are frustrated because they can’t get workers due to the fact that they don’t have a place to move to, and those are both reasons why the  City gave an initiative to Marcil to build here.  Right or wrong, that was the rational he felt would help break the ice, and bring more apartment buildings to Williston.  Appraisals on the apartment buildings weren’t good until the rents in town were raised, so even bringing the new apartment complexes here was difficult.  Once the new buildings were built, the appraisals were better because some rents are now in the $1,000 range.  Koeser mentioned that the taxable sales in Williston have been extremely good.  Williston is the ninth largest city in the state and we have the fifth largest amount of taxable sales, so someone here is paying taxes.

Koeser wanted Gaukler to clarify how much more it cost to build in Williston than to build in other areas.  Gaukler stated that it is about 10 to 15 percent higher because they had to bring people in from out of town and do the work because they couldn’t find workers here.  He mentioned that he does pay sales tax but is unsure of where it goes.

Bob Horob questioned why the City doesn’t work with people like Sullivan if they can build apartments here that will only cost people $600 a month.  He also wondered why the City can’t work with the local banks or the State and get them to help bring more affordable housing to the area.  Koeser said he recognizes where he is coming from, but as stated previously, local contractors had difficulty trying to get the money to do that.  

Koeser asked Rick Tofte who is a local builder, if he is able to build a two bedroom apartment for $600 a month.  Tofte stated that he was on the City Task Force with Koeser for two or three years, and they had talked about the whole apartment issue.  They had put together some proposals, tried to put a group together to do it and they even had some property tied up to build. They were unable to get people that wanted to personally guarantee the loans and it was hard to find the financing.  He mentioned that happened two years ago and now the building costs are up considerably.  

Tofte said there are two issues that are causing concern, which are the TIF and the Marcil Group.  He was a part of a TIF two years ago, which he said is cash flowing for the City right now but it has not done what they had hoped it to, and they are hoping to get some more building done next year on that area.  As far as the TIF goes, Tofte feels that in order to get projects going we have to be willing to spend a little now to gain a whole bunch later on.  If we look at it short term, it doesn’t make sense, but if we focus on the long term it makes more sense because we will be better off.  There is a huge issue with the Marcil Group, which he thinks the City could maybe come up with some type of restriction on them to limit the rent costs, but also mentioned that those apartments complexes that were built haven’t hurt anyone in this city.  He admits that the million dollar tax break was huge, but it had to be done to get the apartment building started here.

Bekkedahl wanted to respond to Barstad regarding the state and the oil monies, he said he has been the President of the Oil and Gas Counties Association the past two years and has been down to Bismarck numerous times to speak to the 141 legislatures and the governor, about getting more of the money, so that issue is being addressed.  Also he mentioned that Kautzman and he have been in contact with the Bank of ND and the State Land Department asking them if they can participate as equity partners in the construction projects, so that the requirements of a project aren’t on the shoulders of one small developer.  Both the Bank of ND and the State Land Department have requested that 10 percent of the money be provided by local banks, so that a local lender is involved also.  The City is still in the discussion stages but they are trying to get other help.

Barstad mentioned that on the news tonight it said that Bank of ND had another record year of profits, so if they are doing good compared to other lenders around the nation, we should pursue them as hard as we can.  Bekkedahl commented that Bank of ND wasn’t even interested in helping out until it was brought to their attention.  The City is doing a lot of different things that people don’t hear about.  He said that it would take a full time public relations person to get all the information out to the public from the Commissioners.

Koeser called one last time for public input.

Selby wanted to point out to Gaukler and Koeser that the home owners are going to be paying 75 percent of the services for the area that is receiving the tax increment financing.  There are some costs in the TIF that are normally included so if some of the improvements proposed were taken out, it might be more tolerable for the tax payers.  He also mentioned that in the first oil boom, Amerada Hess built there own village in Tioga.

Koeser closed the hearing and encouraged the public to stay and listen to the discussion between the Commissioners.  Koeser asked if any of the Commissioners had any thoughts or input so that they can decide whether to proceed or not to proceed.

Koeser again wanted to thank the public for coming, showing the professionalism they showed while speaking and making their points well.  He asked Kautzman to go over what would be the process if they were to do this.  Kautzman stated that the resolution which establishes the necessity for the urban renewal would have to be passed. This resolution says that it would not result in unfair competition as in the best interest in the city as a whole, that it acknowledges that a comprehensive plan has been adopted for the physical development of the city and is in place, that the development plan proposed by the developers is related to a proposed development of property of residential use and is consistent with the comprehensive city plan, the areas comprising of the Bakken Heights is in their opinion in a blighted area and that rehabilitation and redevelopment of the area is in the best interest of the city and the sounds and needs of the city as a whole, that the use of tax increment financing entering of the tax increment funding agreement with the developers will not result in unfair competition, and all appropriate documents are allowed to be signed by city officials that would set up the incremental district and pursue incremental tax financing to complete the project.

Koeser mentioned that is all they need to look at for now, if it is passed they would worry about the other actions that would need to be taken.

Bogar asked if Kautzman would summarize what had been changed on the cost estimate.  Kautzman said they summarized the total at $750,000, it was originally proposed at $1.6 million.  The City contribution was capped at the $750,000 if it was passed.  Koeser explained that some of the changes were the storm sewer issue that was added for $125,000, then the engineering that was in there for $5,000 for sidewalks was reduced, street city lights engineering was removed, bike path for $13,000 was removed, the bike path construction for $110,000 was removed, the city sidewalks was changed from $45,000 to $20,000, the new street lights was changed to $10,000 and the contingency and interest allowance went from $176,000 to $100,000.

Bekkedahl questioned whether the Commission could approve this first resolution on the blighted area so they could move forward with it, without tying their selves in with this development group.  Furuseth answered that the way it was advertised, it is all or nothing and he doesn’t feel they can make a finding of a blighted area without approving this developer.  Kautzman mentioned that they would be approving the developer’s development plan and approving things that tie the City back to this developer.

Bekkedahl commented that he would love to have time for Mr. Sullivan to talk to Mr. Gaukler about his proposal and his ability to build these apartments for less.  Gaukler replied that he would be happy to work with someone that could build for that price, but seemed skeptical that it could happen.  Koeser mentioned that approving this would not prohibit them to talk about ways to build this for the price Sullivan had mentioned.

Bekkedahl went on to say that one of the good comments he heard tonight was the question on what does the community get out of this.  He said they have tried to structure these projects so that first of all they don’t get in the situation they got into in the 80s and the City had to pay off bad debt, and secondly being able to put on upper rent controls on some of the facilities.  Hearing tonight that there is a possibility that these apartments can be built cheaper, has really intrigued him.  When giving the incentives, the City tries to get something from giving those incentives.  What the community got from the incentives given to build the Bakken Heights apartments was apartment buildings were built, they were in fact needed, and they are occupied by people who needed housing, which has helped close up the financing gap that was caused from not getting any new apartments for 28 years.  Moving forward he would like to see more apartments built and would like to have a discussion on what else the City can get in return for giving incentives.
Koeser asked the Commissioners to make a decision on what to do and decide whether they think this proposal would work or not.  He commented he wasn’t sure if anyone would want to make a motion to approve this resolution or if it would even pass, but if there is not a motion made then the resolution would not happen.  He recognizes that this is not an easy decision, but he gave them five minutes to think about it.

Bekkedahl questioned Furuseth if they did approve the resolution that has been proposed to them that talks about the development plan, does that mean that they  have no ability to go back in and negotiate any differences in the development plan or are they accepting it as written and has to be as written.  Furuseth read the resolution which stated that the appropriate City of Williston officials may sign the Bakken Heights increment financing agreement and pursue tax increment financing pursuant to the terms of development plan and terms of the agreement, so he believes they will be tied into the agreement if it is approved.  He clarified that in basic contract laws, if you change your acceptance of an offer, then you no longer have a contract, you have a counter offer.  If this agreement is approved without accepting everything, there will not be a contract.

Bekkedahl said he is trying to save some time to allow further negotiations to happen because winter is coming and the developer wanted to start by November 1.  Kautzman wanted to remind the Commission that  there is more trailer court land available north of 32nd street, and if Sullivan has the thought that he could build and it would be cheaper, then there is other area that they could look at doing an incremental district.  He realizes that there are numerous people that are against incremental districts, but if they make the determination that this area is blighted and this is passed, they would have that option to take the other approach.

Bekkedahl asked Furuseth if they were allowed to work with Gaukler on the lot two TIF district to build the two apartment buildings, but keep ownership of lot three with the right of first refusal on the property.  Furuseth questioned if the entire area would be cleared, at which Bekkedahl answered that only the area that the two new apartments would be built on would have the TIF and lot three would be left blighted until more construction was going to be done.  Furuseth stated then the City would have to readvertise for the area to be tax increment financed.  Gaukler said that the concern raised by Meiers was that 40 acres west of this property, that is not in the city limits, would have to be provided storm sewer access through all that property, which was $125,000 cost added to the TIF that he wasn’t aware of till earlier in the day, so the 17 acres would all have to be done at once and the TIF would all go into the two apartment buildings, not the total cleared property.

Bekkedahl wanted to explain that three to five years ago they began selling larger tracts of land that they owned to local developers who said they wanted to build houses, townhomes and such.  The City didn’t get in writing from those developers that they were going to build housing because they just trusted them, but a lot of that property got sat on and then sold for a profit instead of building the housing that the community needed.  Since that has happened, Bekkedahl has insisted that there is a date stipulation  in the development plans, that says if the property is not developed as promised by a certain date, the property comes back to the City and the developer is refunded the purchase amount.  He wanted to point this out because he is sick of putting the control in someone else’s hands and then having them make a profit off the property.  
Bekkedahl stated that he is just trying to figure out a way to allow Gaukler to do what he planned with the two apartment buildings, but allow the City to maintain ownership of lot three without making Gaukler pay the TIF on the entire 17 acres.  Rolfstad questioned if the City could have a right of first refusal to buy the property back if there was not construction on lot three by a certain date.

Koeser asked that if there was going to be a motion that it happen so the meeting can move on.  He also commented that when he was able to sit down with people one-on-one, the two issues they had with the proposal was having a tax increment district, whether they liked it or didn’t like it and they had real frustration with the Marcil Group because they raised rents.  When he broke everything down, there is more of a problem with allowing Marcil to be part of the TIF, rather than having the actual TIF.  He stated that the City has never fixed rents and doesn’t believe that they should be allowed to do it.  Koeser said it would have been easier if Marcil would not have raised rents of apartments that they purchased and it really concerns him that in the next year or two apartment buildings will be sold and rents will be raised even more.  The City can’t say that they won’t allow the companies to do something in town just because they raised rents, this is a free enterprise.  He asked the Commissioners to look at the issue at hand and that was to allow for a tax increment district to be created.

Bekkedahl questioned if they were allowed to make changes to the Bakken Heights public cost estimate detail in the agreement because he is hung up on the fact that they can’t change anything in the agreement, and the Mayor said some of it was already changed.  Furuseth said that those changes were done prior to the meeting and he was uncomfortable with changing anything because the TIF is so specific on what needs to be done on each step.  Klug agrees with Bekkedahl that they can not make adjustments to it after the information they have gotten from the public and the Commission.  Furuseth reminded them that they could renegotiate but they would then have to advertise for it again.

Koeser said the resolution has failed and will not happen since no one motioned for the resolution to be approved.  He stated that he wishes he could tell people how they are going to solve their housing problems and feels that not approving this complicates matters even more because it takes one option off the table.

Koeser declared a five minute recess.

After the recess, MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY KLUG, to send the proposal back to committee and meet with Mr. Gaukler to work out some of the concerns of the project.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

		2.	Resolution creating Water, Sewer & Street Improvement District 08-3 of the City of Williston, North Dakota

Resolution not discussed since first resolution failed to get a motion on it for approval.
	B.	Proposed Zone change from C-1:  Neighborhood Commercial to C-2:  General Commercial for Lots 2A and 2B of the Rearrangement of Lot 2, Block 31, Pheasant Run First Addition, City of Williston – Holmen/Kasmer

Jarcik stated the property is located on the northwest corner of 26th Street and Pheasant Run Parkway.  Mr. Holmen also owns the property to the east of this property.  Holmen’s plan is to reopen the Econostop building as a convenience store and then place a small mini-storage complex to the north side of the parcel, adjacent to 27th Street.  The proposal went to an ad hoc committee meeting and they discussed the appropriateness of the proposal with there not being water and sewer on 27th and the storage units not requiring that.  They also discussed what site screening would be appropriate, which a combination of PVC vinyl fencing, chain link fence and shrubs would be used.  

After the Ad Hoc Committee meeting, the proposal went through a public hearing at the Planning and Zoning Commission.  They recommend approving the proposed zone change from C-1 to C-2 to allow Holmen’s development of the property with the convenience store and mini-storage, with the staff recommendations of site screening and landscaping, resurfacing as required by Engineering and the conditions on outside lighting on the proposed.  

Koeser called for public input.

Bekkedahl asked what the input was by the owner of the other commercial property south of the proposed storage units.  Jarcik said there was no comment made by Mr. Crosby and that he was given notice of the hearing.

Koeser again called for public input.

Klug wondered if any residential property would be affected by this.  Jarcik answered that a tree row would be dividing it from the existing town homes on Pheasant Run.

Koeser called a third and final time for public input.  

With no public input heard, the hearing was closed.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to approve the proposed zone change as presented to the Commission.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	C.	New and Expanding Industry Exemption – Dakota Supply Group

Lawson stated that the City-County Abatement Committee met and discussed giving an exemption to Dakota Supply Group, who carries plumbing and electrical supplies.  Since there is no plumbing supply business in town, they agreed to recommend to the City Commission to approve the new industry exemption on the structural True and Full Value at a level of 100 percent for two years and 50 percent for the following three years.

Koeser called for public input.

Wayne Thronson stated he is with Dakota Supply Group and that they have been a victim of the current oil boom too.  They were evicted from their building in January and were forced to relocate to a temporary building.  They found a six acre piece of land to build on and since they have to build anyways, they would like to expand their business to include mechanical and plumbing supplies.

Koeser asked if they know what kind of tax break this will result in.  Bekkedahl stated that Shawna Gooch-Egge isn’t present but he believes it averaged out to be about $20,000 per year.

Koeser called a second, third and final time for public input.

With no public input being heard, the hearing was closed.

MOTION BY Lawson, 2ND BY Bekkedahl, to approve the new and expanding industry exemption recommended by the City-County Abatement Committee.

Klug wanted to clarify that the Dakota Supply Building would not be on the entire six acres, so if anything was built in front of them, that new company could apply for the same exemption and the City would get to decide whether to approve that one or not.  Bekkedahl and Lawson both stated that in fact was correct, this exemption only included this structure and this business.  

AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug
NAY:  Koeser
CARRIED:  4-1

5.	Accounts, Claims and Bills Not Approved in the Consent Agenda
6.	Ordinances
	A.	Second Reading Ordinance No. 911, an ordinance of the City of Williston amending Ordinance No. 550 as previously amended also known as Section 3-37 and 3-38 of the Williston Code of Ordinances adding liquor and beer license categories for establishments.

Furuseth stated that the changes made to the original proposal were recommended by Klug with the idea that restaurants would be allowed liquor licenses with certain restrictions on it.  They are basically looking to expand the City’s base of establishments with the ability to sell alcohol and he doesn’t really feel it will create competition with existing establishments; it is more of a community improvement type of situation.  

Koeser commented that even though this is not a public hearing, if anyone in the audience would like to comment they would listen, since this is the second reading of the ordinance and once it is passed it will be law in the city.  Kautzman wanted to point out that this would become effective as an ordinance once the penalty clause has been established and printed in the paper, there is a timeline laid out, and it wouldn’t take effect immediately.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 911, an ordinance of the City of Williston amending Ordinance No. 550 as previously amended also known as Section 3-37 and 3-38 of the Williston Code of Ordinances adding liquor and beer license categories for establishments.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

Koeser wanted to thank the committee that worked on this and especially Klug for his input; this is something that people have been asking about for a long time.

7.	Petitions, Communications and Remonstrances
	A.	Vector Control Request for ballot issue.

Steve Kemp stated that Vector Control is requesting, if passed at this November’s election, to add an additional $2.00 to the water bill to make a total of $4.00 per occupied unit for Vector Control.  The City of Williston is not the only entity they are going to for funding, they are looking to the entire Vector Control district to help pay.  There was some discussion at their last meeting whether or not to include wording that this is to provide funding for the Air Force spraying, but they were advised by Major Mark Breidenbaugh not to do that because they could get called out at anytime for active duty.  There was a sunset clause of two years put in there so the citizens can decide if it is worth spending the extra $2.00 or not.

Bekkedahl asked if they have to approve this for it to go on the ballot because the County already approved it.  Kautzman answered that he doesn’t think the County has authority to approve something that will be going on the city water bills, so doing this as a joint effort would have been the best way to go, but since the County already approved it then the City Commission will have to do the same thing.

Koeser questioned what they need to motion to approve this.  Kautzman said that approving the wording on the ballot to allow the $2.00 on the water bill with the sunset clause would work.  Meiers asked how the people living outside the city limits were going to be billed for this.  Kautzman stated that Vector Control has an agreement with REC to have it put on their billing.

Bekkedahl mentioned to Kemp that he will not support the measure without assurance that there will be aerial larvacide because he has heard a lot of complaining from the public.  Kemp stated that there isn’t five more committed people than the one’s that are on the Vector Control Board right now.  He went on to say that he takes offense to Bekkedahl’s comments and that he isn’t taking faith in trusting the Board that was appointed.  After listening to expert testimony and working with the rules and regulations they have to follow, they are making the best decisions that they are able to make with what they are given.  The solution to the problem is having $2.5 million, but that isn’t easy to get to, so this will bring them one step closer.  The mosquito problem has been a challenge for this board, they all came into this with no experience, and so they have worked countless hours on studying and working hard to be able to kill as many mosquitoes as possible.  Bekkedahl commented that he wasn’t trying to take away from the hard work they have done, his intent was not to get burned again because he gets a lot of grief from people comparing Williston to Fargo, Bismarck and Minot.

Kemp stated that it was talked about at the original meeting with the Air Force to do the aerial larvacide and no one on the Vector Control Board is against doing that.  The problem the Board does face however is that doing aerial larvaciding is very expensive, and if they go that route and the mosquitoes are not bad for one day but come back the following day, at what point does that remain cost effective.  Bekkedahl said that Kemp just gave himself the ammunition to prove it to the people.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BOGAR, to allow this measure to be placed on the ballot.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  Bekkedahl
CARRIED:  4-1

Koeser commended Kemp and the other board members for the way they kept communicating with the people this summer when things got tough, they handled it very well.

	
	B.	Williston Senior High School Request to have fireworks display at Homecoming game, and to light “W” on fire for the entrance of Williston football team.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to allow this as long as they go to the Fire Chief prior to the game and get permission from him to light it.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Koeser
NAY:  Klug
CARRIED:  4-1

	C.	Street Closure Request by Old Armory

Kautzman stated that this request was originally brought to the Board and then sent to committee, and they wanted to know the status.  Meiers said he recalled that they wanted to close the street overnight and they were told no.  Koeser commented that they have two ways to go, one they can refer it back to the committee but there might not be enough time, or two they can authorize it during daylight hours or a certain time frame.  Lawson mentioned that there might be a problem with authorizing this since Conlins is right by there.  Kautzman added that the Armory did get sign off sheets from their neighbors Conlins, Gaffaneys and First National Bank to allow the street closure.

Doug Nelson stated he represents the Old Armory Veterans and Friends of the Old Armory, and they are asking to close the street between 1st and Broadway.  They are planning to close the street from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. Saturday October 4th, and 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. on Sunday October 5th.  They have made arrangements with an establishment in town to move the larger machinery that they can not move inside to an overnight storage facility.  He mentioned that they will not restrict any access to the businesses, if they need to get through, they will be allowed to do that.  All the equipment that will be displayed is very mobile, so if the street is needed for an emergency, the equipment can be moved quickly.  

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BOGAR, to approve the street closure request from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. Saturday October 4th and 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. on Sunday October 5th.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	D.	Street Closure Request

Kautzman stated that the other street Closure request was for a folk art festival by the old library sponsored by the JMAC as a fund raiser.  Meiers mentioned that they have allowed this the last three to four years.  Last year they closed the street in front of the old Junior High to the alley of St. Joe’s.  Kautzman said the street would be closed from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. on September 27th.



MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BEKKEDAHL, to approve the street closure request from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. September 27th.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

8.	Report of Commissioners
	A.	President of the Board
		1.	Proclamation – National Disability Employment Awareness Month 

Koeser read the proclamation and commented that the Committee on Employment and Advancement of People with Disabilities works very hard to create awareness for the need to employ people with Disabilities.  The committee and Koeser agree that these people would do great in the workforce if the right job was found for them.  He feels that with the shortage of workers in Williston, it is important for employers to consider someone with a disability.

		2.	Proclamation – City of Williston Fire Prevention Week

Koeser read the proclamation and commended the Fire Department for everything they do for our community.

		3.	Request to Hire a Substitute Attorney When City Attorney is Gone
Koeser stated that they have a situation where there are some people that they have been working hard to get to come to town, and they will be here next week when the City Attorney will be gone.  He mentioned that they will first see if the people can reschedule their visit, but if not the Board would like to hire a substitute attorney to step in and attend the meeting, if the City Attorney agreed to allowing that to happen.  Koeser asked if someone would make a motion to authorize the Board on a one time basis to contract with another attorney.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to authorize on a one time basis to contract with another attorney to attend a meeting when the City Attorney will be gone.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	B.	Vice-President; Fire, Police, and Ambulance Commissioner
	C.	Street and Improvement, Sanitation, Cemetery and Public Works Commissioner
	D.	Finance Commissioner  
		1.	Uniform Offer to Purchase – Kelly Blomberg

Bekkedahl turned the matter over to Kautzman to discuss.  Kautzman stated this property was listed on the map as reserved for government use.  He said it could be referred to the Ad Hoc Committee to decide whether to leave it as reserved for government use or whether they should consider selling the property.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY BOGAR, to refer the Uniform Offer to Purchase to the Ad Hoc Committee.

Lalim questioned whether the Ad Hoc Committee will be reviewing the price or whether it should be sold or not.  Kautzman answered they should do both, and they will have to change it on the map.  He said that the attorney may have to address if the property has to be bid out since it is shown on the map as reserved for government use or if the maps can be redone and delivered out to agents as done previously. 

AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	E.	Water Works, Sewer, Airport, Building and Planning Commissioner 
9.	Report of Department Heads
	A.	City Auditor
	B.	Attorney
	C.	Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
		1.	Annual Maintenance Certification for Urban Federal Aid Projects 

Meiers stated that he has asked Koeser and Kautzman to sign the DOT certification stating that the streets have been being maintained according to the agreement.
MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BOGAR, to grant the request.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

		2.	Legacy Trail Project

Meiers stated he is filling in for Lonnie Fleck, a consultant engineer working with Interstate Engineer who was unable to attend due to some medical issues, and they need to get out a bid for the Legacy Trail Project.  The project concept report shows that there will be three phases of the project.  The first phase called the middle phase will be from 26th Street up to 42nd, the second phase also called the north phase will be from 42nd to the white bridge and the third phase will be from East Broadway to Thompson Landing.  Meiers went over the budgeted amounts and said that they still have to work with Williston State College on some right away issues.  He requested approval of the Project Concept Report so they can finalize the plan.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY KLUG, to approve the Project Concept Report.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

		3.	Authorization to sell Roll-off Truck
		4.	Pickup Bids

Meiers stated they are looking to request bids for the two pickups that were going to be purchased earlier this year, but they had to wait for the government grant to be available.  He said that they had gotten a new roll off truck and would like to bid out the old truck.  He would like permission to send out bids for the two new pickups and for the sale of the roll off truck.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY KLUG, to give permission to send out bids for two new pickups and for the sale of the roll off truck.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, 
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0
		
	D.	Fire Chief
	E.	Chief of Police
	F.	Building Official
	G.	City Planner
		1.	Update on Comprehensive Plan

Koeser stated that some of them were able to attend one of the sessions that were held in their community and asked that they comment briefly about the meetings.  

Rick Lane, who will be the main author of the transportation portion of the plan, stated he is with the SRF Consulting Group out of Fargo and he brought with him Cindy Gray, who is going to be the main author of the comp plan portion, and Stephen Peterson, who has been working at getting together a lot of the information and data.  He said Gray will update the Board on what has happened since the plan has been started and what they saw through the meetings this week.

Gray stated that this was a good meeting to attend because it confirmed all the issues that they have been hearing about.  She wanted to give an update on what they have done up to this point and what the City can expect to see in the next few months.  In July they began collecting traffic data over a weeks worth of time by taking turning movement counts, average daily counts, license plate surveys through town, and different data collection that is similar in nature.  In August they attended a Planning Advisory Committee meeting, which was kind of their kick off meeting with them.  They also started this past month collecting data on land use, zoning, emergency services, the road way system, the functional class system, topography, utilities, basically all the things that go into a physical land use project.    

Gray mentioned that this week has been an exciting week in Williston because the early public involvement process has been taking place.  The process involves working on a whole issue identification process, finding out what the public feels about a lot of different issues and figuring out what the public might see as a vision for the future of the community.  Last week there were 5,000 community surveys sent out in the community and they have already had 132 paper copies come back already, and they are not sure how many people have went online to fill them out.  She said that is an amazing response from the community, especially since it has only been four days since the people received them in the mail.

Gray stated that last night at the public meeting they had 80 people attend and at the business meeting this morning there were 21 people.  That is a good turn out and shows that those meetings are worth having.  Wednesday they will be going to four American Government classes at the High School doing the same public input process, and on Thursday at the college for one class.  They have also had three meetings with focus groups including emergency services, people who represent elderly, low income, people with disabilities and those kinds of issues.  Wednesday they will meet with township officers, Public Works and maintenance people.  

Over the next three months Gray said they will be working on getting the traffic projection model ready to go and ready to run, and working on the land use scenarios, the future growth scenarios for actual physical development.  They are also scheduled to come back to meet with the Planning Advisory Committee within the next four to six weeks and hope to go over the public input, so that they can see what they have collected so far. 

Gray commented that the next public quorum will be in early 2009, and will allow the public to see the progress of the plan.  After the recommendations have been made and the plan is in the works of being put together, they will have another public quorum, which should happen in the summer of 2009.    She explained that this is a lengthy process to put together and it is one of those things that will go on when the community is going about their day-to-day work, so that they can observe and learn from that.  This will allow them to see the big picture and be able to lay out a plan for the next 20 to 30 years for the community.
	H.	Economic Development
		1.	Status Request change for Shannon Innis

Rolfstad stated that the request was in the budget that was approved for 2009 to move Innis to full time, and since her six month review is coming up they would like to move her into the full time position now rather than wait till the first of the year.  When she was hired they started her at the lower end of the range, but would like to get her to the middle of the range because she has had other job offers and they would like to make sure that she stays on board.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY BOGAR, to approve a status change and pay increase for Shannon Innis that will not change the total allowed salary budgets for 2008 & 2009.
AYE:  Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser  	
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	I.	Airport
		1.	Airport Engineering Agreement – Safety Study

Rick Marburger recommended tabling this issue until he has time for Furuseth to review it.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY BOGAR, to table the issue until Furuseth reviews it.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE.

	J.	Assessor
	K.	Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
10.	Appointments and Consultations with Officers
11.	Unfinished Business
	A.	Improvement Amendment Resolution to Improvement Districts

Meiers stated that Resolution No. 08-20 for Street Improvement District 07-3 and Resolution No. 08-21 for Water, Sewer, Street and Alley Improvement District 08-2 need to be approved.    He said the first resolution deals with street improvements by Herman Oil and the second resolution deals with switching properties to the right districts.  He has the written petitions and everything in place for them to be approved.

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY KLUG, to approve Resolution No. 08-20 and Resolution No. 08-21 that were prepared and presented by the Engineers office.
AYE:  	Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

	B.	Agreement with the City of Williston and nCourt LLC

Kautzman stated that he had a financial institute from out of town doing some checking on nCourt LLC, but they never got back to him.  Furuseth looked at the contract and feels they are able to get out of it if they would like to.  Kautzman said if the Commission feels comfortable with the rates they are charging, they can sign the contract and give it a try or they can wait till after the League of Cities so they can see what other cities do.  He reminded them that the reason they aren’t going through local banks is because of the 3% cost that the City will be charged, that can not be passed on to customers.  Koeser mentioned that he would like to table it until they have a chance to talk to other cities in the state at the League of Cities meeting and see what they do in regards to accepting credit cards.

12.	New Business
13.	Executive Session
	A.	Request for Executive Session for 1st Economic Development Issue
	B.	Request for Executive Session for 2nd Economic Development Issue

Koeser entertained a motion to move into Executive Session as allowed by North Dakota Century Code Section 44-04-19.2.  There are actually two economic development issues that they would look to go over.

MOTION BY LAWSON, 2ND BY BOGAR, to move into executive session.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE.

Meeting was called back to order by Koeser.  The Commission met in executive session to discuss two economic development issues.  Those present were the five Commissioners and some staff.  The first session ended at 11:41 P.M. and the second session ended at 11:50 P.M.



MOTION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ISSUE #1
AYE:  Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

MOTION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ISSUE #2
AYE:  Lawson, Bogar, Bekkedahl, Klug, Koeser
NAY:  None
CARRIED:  5-0

14.	Adjourn

MOTION BY BEKKEDAHL, 2ND BY LAWSON, to adjourn.
	

